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THE 


PREFACE 


I has been the avowed Deſign of ſe⸗ 


to repreſent the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
as a Knot of deſperate Rebels, and a Crew 


of wretched Schiſmaticks ; that fo they 


might be thought worthy of nothing but 


the being Hang d in this World, and 
Damn d in the next. But there's none a- 


mong em who has proſecuted both theſe 


bloody Charges againſt us with greater 
Heat and Vigour than Dr. Sherlock So 
that one would imagine, the Maſter of the 
Temple had been inſtructed, by ſome ill - 


natured Members of that Honourable 
Society, in the Art of drawing up In- 


veral of dur Clergy, for many Years, 


dictments, managing Evidence, violent- 


ly pleading againſt, and induſtrionfly 


running down, poor Innocent Men who 
are ſet to the Bar. 


be Firſt of theſe Accuſations, vis. 


that of our being Rebels, has been 


1 ooo me mater Tn” —ñ — — _ 


; 2 upon this; That tho' they 


ve endeavour d to cram it down our 


9.1. 


EA 
11 
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Throats, yet for our Lives we could not 
ſwallow their Peculiar Doctrine of Paj- 


ſive Obedience and Non-Neſiſtance, as they 
ſtated it, in all Caſes whatſoever. The 


Ferm. be- 
je the 
Lords, Jan. 
30. 1700 
on Titus 
3. To Pag 
29, 21. 


excellent Piſhop of Sarzm has, at laſt, 
found out me Meaſures of Obedience, 
tho formerly it was as Indefirite as (ur- 
ters World. His Grace of Tork has given 
this: Point anew Turn, ſet another Face 
oo. Upon it, waſht and colour'd it over: 


But with halt an Eye any Man may ſee, 
that his well-guarded Notion of it is vaſt⸗ 


ly difterefit from what was ſo much cried 


vp from the Pulpit and Preſs.” Had it 


been as earneſtly urged in 88, when the 
Prince of Orange was coming over, 
(which was the moſt proper Seaſon for 


it, had it been True) and had the Nati- 


on believed it, and practiſed accordingly, 
we ſhould have been long ere this in as 
wretched a Plight as the poor Hugoncts 


andCatholickSlaves in France; without ſo 


much as the Name of a Proteſtunt Church,, 
or the Shadow of an Engliſh Parliament. 
But their profound Silence Ther ; 
the great Hand they had in bring- 
ing about the late happy Revolution, in 


Rights of which, if Dr. Atterbury may be believed, 


Couvocat. 
Edit. 1. 
1ag. 362. 


none were ore Toſtrumental than Ti bey, 


which he pleads as a ground of Merit ; 


taeir keeping a Day of Thanksei ig, for 


our Deliverance from Popery and Arbi- 


trary 


— — 


a - x 
" 


tary Monarch by where the right Heir is living, 


The Preface. 1 
trary Power, Anno 1685, and that of all 
the Days of the Tear upon the 31th of Ja- 


nuary : All this makes me think the ge- 


nerality of Wiſe, Good and Learned 
Men among em, are ſenſible they had 
Over- hot themſelves : : and therefore; 1 

am willing (if I may be permitted) 10 for- 


get to what, an height of Extravagancy 
that Point, thro' humane Frailtys was 


carried by too many of em. 
Nor would I have given Dr. Sherlock 


any trouble on this Head, but that he 
ſeems to me to bid publick Defiance to 
Repentance: For he has told the Nation 


in Print, that he has renonncdd no Princis caſe of 41. 
ple he ever taught in his Caſe of Reſiſtance tance 


excepting this One; viz. That when St. oF oa 


Paul ſays All Power is of God, he means Powers. 


only Legal Powers ; but that in an Heredi- an þ eface 


, Oſurped Powers are not of God, nor the 


Ordinance of God. This, lays he, ir the 


only material Paſſage 1 now any Reaſon 


to retradt in that Book. 

Now among a great many others, 
chore. is one very Material Paſſage more, 
which [ hope, upon Third Thoughts he 


will think fit to retract. -'E1s this Were 
4 Soveraign Prince the Peoples Gee 5 
that might be a good Maxim, Rex major 


ſingulis, ſed minor Univerſis, Thar the 


King is greater than any par ticular Wubjedt, 
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but leſs than Al together ; but if he be God's 
Miniſter, he is upon that account As MUCH 
GREATER THAN ALL AS GOD 83 


p42, 106. f. e. He is Infinitely Greater than all his 


dit. 2. 


PD. 5.3 12. 


Subjects, for ſo I take God to be. One 
world think ſo ſtrange a Paſſage as this 
ſhould never have dropt from to great a 
Divine; or if it had flipt him, that when 
he had begun his RetraQation, it would 
have been recalled by him. I doubt not 
but he looks on himſelf as God's Miuiſter; 
but whether he thinks himſelf on that ac- 
count as much Greater than all the Private 
Gentlemen of the Temple, and all the Peo- 
ple in the Nation, who are in no Divine 
Office, & GOD 7 bs, E teave the Reader to 
enquire. 
Another material Paſſage too he has in 
that Book which needs a Review; vis. 
That Nou-Reſiſtance is certainly the Bei 
way ta prevent the Change of a Limited into 
an Abſolute Monarchy ; Juſt as a Mans 
ſtanding with his Fingers in his Mouth, 


or his Hands in his Pockets, is certainty 


the Beit way to ſecure his Life and Money 
from all he Attempts of Thieves 2nd 
-Cnt-throats. The Good People of Eng- 
land have tried another way, viz. By 2 
Soldiers, Swords and Guns, which by Ex- 
perience they are convinc d is certainly a 
betier way than the Doctor's Nen Rel. 
ſtaneg, and plainly ComradiQory to it. 


— 


Motte 


—— * —— — — . ——— k ͤ—— 
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Another material Paſſage ſtands Unre- 
tracted in the ſame bleſſed Book, where- 
with he has for ever obliged his Native 
Country, viz. A Monarch whoſe Power is 
limited and regulated by Laws, (he muſt 
mean by the whole drift of his Diſcourſe, 


tho he act never ſo Tyranically and Cru- 
elly, breaking down all the Legal Barri- 


ers before him like a Torrent) is as Irre- 


 fiſtible as the moſt Abſolute Monarch, whoſe 
Will 3s his La and if be were not, F _. 
would venture to ſay, that the moſt Abſo · Ib · p. 207. 


late and Deſpotick Government, is more 


for the Public Good than a limited Monar- 


chy. Sure the Doctor's Hare- brain d Lo- 
alty is really what in their canting Abuſe 
of Scripture, ſo many have told us that 


Rebellion is, viz. as the Sin of Witchcraft. 


For were not a Man poſſeſs d by a very 
evil Spirit, he would never vomit up ſuch 


vile Stuff as this is, much worſe than 


Stones or crooked Pins; for theſe are 
Swords and Daggers, Bow-ſtrings and 


Fetters, with Jure Divino impreſs d upon 


em, to deſtroy the Conſtitution, and en- 
ſlave the Nation. Tis not worth the 
while ſormally to confute ſo wild a Poſi- 
tion as this. But ſeeing he is for Venturing, 
Icould een with he would vegture over 
to little Maſter at St. Germains, where 


the empty Pockets, the meager Looks, and 
the Wooden Shoes of the wretched Inha- 
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bitants, would more effectually teach 
him what! is for the Public Good than 
Reaſoning 1 is like to do. 

Once more; he ſays, The Senn 
Power ( meaning the Prince in a limited 
Monarchy, without his Parliament, and in 
Defiance to the Conſtitution ) can repeal 
Pag. 199+ Lows, and DISPENSE with*ew, and his 
Authority is Irreſiſtible in ſo doing. Lo! 
here's a fit Chaplain for our late ſet of 
Jud ger, whoſe Goſpel is exactly ſuited | 
to their Law. But I take it, that tis High 
Treaſon againſt our Conſtitution to ſet 1 
1yr anny, as much as tis to ſet up a Cong 
mon-IVealth ; and Plots are not more dan-. 
gerous than wicked Frinuigier in either 
Ciſe. 
In ſhort, 'uis plain by theſe Paſſges 
0 which yet are not the only ones I could 
produce) that the Doctor can't defend 
his own Darling Dectrine, nor any lon- 
ger Reproach us with Rebellion, without 
fiying tn the Face of the preſent Govern- 
ment, and undernnning the very Founs 
dations of the late moſt happy Revoluti- 
on: Which can't be done with a good 
Grace at this time of Day. And there- 
fore modeſt and prudent Meme em, 
it they have not changed their Senti- 
ments ; yet however bite in their Lips, 
hold their Tongues, and begin to let fall 

bit levere Charg ge againſt us. 
F. II. But 
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But tho they are more ſilent in the g. II. 


Point of Rebellion againſt the State, than 
once they were; yet the cry of Schiſm 
from the Church is as hideous and loud as 
ever.. We have been affaulted . by the Bi- 
ſhops and Doctors of the Church on eve- 


ry {ide ; as tho they deſigned to. over- 55 


__ whelm us with the zultitude of their 
BOOks, if not with the weig ht of the Ar- 


guments contained in em. And I deſire _ 
the Reader to obſerve, that they, tho 
unprovoked by us, began the War, de nove, 
ſoon after the Liberty, and have ccnti- 
nued from time to time to fire upon us;.:- 


and batter us without intermiſſion. 


The London Caſes againſt us. were Re- 


the, Leit 85, ata Juncture when the 


whole Proteſtant Intereſt was in apparent 


5 printed, (at leaſt Collected in Quario) in 


danger; and therefore we were willing 


to put it up, rather than by an unſeaſon- 
able Self-Defence contribute any thing 
towards the Common Ruin. Two other 
Editions there have been ſince that in 


Folio. Mr. Norris I know would look 


upon it as an Affront, if I ſhould ſerve 
him as he bas done his Text ; and that 
is forget him: For Preaching on thoſe 


words of our Saviour, Bleſſed are the 


Peace-makers, he falls a Quarrelling with piſc.ontbe 
us. This was followed with a Challenge _ 
in his Charge of 5 continued againſt '77” 


us, 


viii The Preface. 
us, notwithſtanding the Act of Indul- 
gence newly granted us. Two great Men 


had wrote againſt him, whom I take to 
be theLearned Dr. Vhitby, and the Ingeni- 


ous Mr. Lock. He gently raps them 1 
» Se Mr. on theFingers with * Sanderfon's ped of 
Nee. But he unmereifully throws Suarez de 
ex concern · Legibus, a conſiderable Folio at our Heads 
yg 2 aal. that he might be ſure to knock us down. 
ed Diſc.of We were not ſurprired nor much moved 
the Love of at this. For his new Abſtract of Divini- 
. b ty is one half ſhorter than our Saviour s. 
Trait. The Firſt Commandment, according to 
* him, ſwallows up the ſecond: God a- 
$Prac. Dif lone muſt be loved, and + not our Neigh- 
Vol. 3. p. bour, or any Creature whatfoever. 1 hope 
12,11, for the fake of his Wife and Children, 


this Doctrine is not practiſed by him in 


his own Family. 


Biſhop Xing bas ſnatcht the Sword out 


of our hands, and wounded us with our 
own Weapon; in a Diſcourſe about 
Humane Inventions in the Worſhip of Ged, 
writ with great Subtilty, but not with an- 
fwerable Fairneſs. DS 
The Learned Biſhop of Sabisbury, as 
tho he had laid aſide his uſual Candor, 
ranks us with Athejſts, Soctnians, and 


A wh Tho EF believe he can't think we 


deferve to be bound up in the ſame Bundle 
With them. His Grace of Fork, another 
very bright Ornament of the Church ; 


n 


and 
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| | 
and the valuable Dr. Lucas, in their print- 
cd Volumes, begin with a Sermon about | 
the Unity of theChurch, wherein they are A 
| ſure to condemn us as the only Breakers = 
+ oo: | | 
| TheSzakecant write againſt Qrakers | 
or Dejſfs, but he ſpurts out his Poiſon | 
upon us. The good Man is ſuch a migh- = 

| ty Lover of Peace, that by all means l 
{ there muſtbe a Union with the Papiſts : Ce of the i 
42 Regale ns i] 
And is foextravagant as ſtrongly to fancy Pomißem. 4 
dux Ergliſh Convocation, and the General l. 1 

| Afembly of the Clergy of the Gallican ** | 
Church, will ſhake lands, croſs the Seas, | 
4 and lovingly embrace each other. I ſup- | 
| poſe he has had other Expectations from | 
France, wherein he has been diſappoint- N 


ace, as he has been, and will ſtill be in 
this. Hecan ſwallow the Popes Supre- Ib. p. 264 
-acy if it be a little garbled; tho' the Na- OE 


tion is (worn, and 1 he himſelf ö 
has been ſo too, agaivft a Foreign juriſ- 1 
diction. But delenda eft Carthago; there's A 


q no Quarter to be given the Proteſtant Diſ- + 
ſenters; nor is it poſſible there ſhould be 
Peace with them. 
Tbe Miniſter of Crenceſter falls upon 
us, and is led on by the good Bifhop of 
Bo Glouceſter, who treats us as tho his Lord- 
| Mp had forgotten what a Latitudinarian 
means, and that he himſelf had once | 
deen a Nonconformilt, 


— — — 
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In this Honourable Company I'll put 


Mr. Dorrington for old Acquaintance 


lake; on the Score whereof I will ſpare 


' tained in that Office, when we are laid in 
the Grave. Mr. Burſcough | in a Firſt; 'a 4 


kim, which is more than he deſerves; 
for he has not only forſaken us but giv es 
us hard words on all Occaſions. 


The very Dead are inhumanely treated: 


Witneſs the Reflections on Mr.Corniſp,his 
Funeral Sermon, and the Reverend, Pious 


and Moderate Comformiſt who Preach'd ” 


it. The Author of that Pamphlet might 
have ſhew'd more Charity and good Man- 
nere, ſecing his own Church allowed the 


Office of Burial to be read over his Corps. 
And, the way, I don tunderſtand how 
they — — write ſo ſeverely againſt us, 


can lay ſuch kind things of us as are con- 


Second, and a Third Book, endeavours 


io prove us Schiſmajicks, and all our Pa- 


ſtors uſurping Lay-Men in black Cloaths. 
To ſay nothing of his Second, Mr. Smith 


of Dartmouth, who picks a few Weeds 


out of a good Field of Corn, condemns 


a few unwary Paſſages ! in a large uſeful 


Book; and faſtens his black Teeth on ſome 
that are juſtifiable enoagh. One E. S. 
who writes himſelf D. D. perfectly crows 


over us, and reckons he has ſo clear'd the 


Field that we ſhall never dare to ſhe our 
Heads any more, To make ſure Work 


ont, 
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on't, out comes Legion too. For Mr. Ben- 


net draws up the Divines of London in 
a Body againſt'us in his Abridgment. 

All this while we have ſtood, for the 
moſt part, like Mutes; ſo that the Stan- 
ders-by are ready to paſs the Sentence a- 
gainſt us. Little, indeed too Little, has 
been wrote by Us, tho in a neceſſary 
Selt-Defence. The Champions of the 


Church begin to reckon, they may as ſe- 


curely throw down the Gantlet and chal- 
lenge us, as Dimock himſelf does' all the 
World upon a Coronation Day. _ 


* 


Tea, we are i»ſulted by their meaneſt 
S:ribblers too. As tho the Correction of 


Gentlemen were not ſufficient, we have 
been Kickt by the Foot-men. A Man of 


Senſe woald: no more enter the Liits with 
ſuch inconſiderable Wretches, thin a 
Man of Honour would engage with the 
Black-enard. 

But 15 Joud is the Noiſe made by the 
foreſaid Learned Men (and others too; 
for I han't mentioned all) that I could 
not but turn aſide from other Buſineſs, 
and endeavour to repulſe the ſtrongeſt 


and fierceſt of em. And is there not # 


Cauſe ? Or muſt the Diſſenters always 
carry it as tho there were a mutual Change 


of Principles between our Conformable 


Brethren and Us. They have indeed bor - 
rowed our Principles ; elle they could 
8 never 


"0: E 


| 
| 
i 


F. III. If any Man ask the Reaſon of my ſo 


Eſtber 7. 


lowing words, were (be living, I would 
ask Her Majeſty's Pardon that I am not 


be Preface. 


the late Revolution. I hope tis not ex- 


pected We ſhould take up Theirs,and fall 


in love with Noz- Reſiſtance. For my 
own part Iam no great Admirer of their 
abundant Caution, who when they are at- 
tack d on every ſide, will not ſtir Hand 


or Foot to ward off the Blow, for fear of 


ſtraining a Sinew, cracking an Artery, or 
catching a Fall. e 


Bold Undertaking, as to enter the Liſts 
with this famous Author; my Reply in 


part is that of Queen Eſiher, We are ſold 
to be deſtroyed, and to be ſlain and to periſh, 


and that in the worſt manner, even in 
Hell for evermore. But as for the fol- 


of Her mind: viz. If we had been ſold for 


Bond-men and Bond-women, I had held 
my Tongue. She was a Foreigner, and 


bred in the Court of an Abſolute Mo- 


narch, where profound Complements 
were all the Faſhion; and might the 
wore ſafely flater him with her Words, 


whom for all his Greatneſs ſhe could eaſi- 
ly conquer by her Charms. For the 


Smiles of a beautiful Woman will pre- 
ſently overcome a wanton Tyrant: How- 


ever Frown swill make him le proſtrate 
| al 


never have aſſiſted in the bringing about 


2 — wing 1 


He T refdce. | 
at her Feet in as ſubmiſſive ard ſneaking a 
manner as the meaneſt Vaſſal does at Hit. 
But J was born and bred iter Quatuar 
Maria, I am a Native of Exgland, and hope 
I ſhall always breathe here in the free and 
open Air of our preſent well-regulated 


Monarchy. If I can honeſtly help it, III 


never be a Slave to Kyrk or Keyſar. Tis 
a much ſorer Calamity to walk up and 


down in Chains during Life, than to be 
hung up in em after one's dead. Authors 


tell us, That England and France were 
formerly joined by a Neck of Land, 


which, God be thanked, has been broke 


2 long while ſince. Ihope it will never 
be made up again; but that at leaſt the 
Narrow Seas will part the two Kingdoms. 
Abaſuerus ſhewed great Indignation a- 
gainſt the Author of the deſigned Miſ- 
chief, and asked II ho be was? He that 
does not remember, may peruſe the Text, 
and find the Anſwer. Tis pardonable 
ſure, if I have expreſſed a little Reſent- 


ment againſt the Author of the Caſe of Nox» 


Reſſſtanoe; for I have a great Love for the 
Liberties of Old England, which that Book 
does totally undermine: And againſt the 
Cafes of Communion; for I have an Affe- 
ction for the Proteſtant Difſenters, who 
are a conſiderable number ot Sober, Peace- 
able and Religious People, whom he 
would caſt into Hell heaps upon heaps: 

Or 


— CT — — na * 
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Or if his Heart relent a little towards 
{ome few of them, when the kind Fit 
takes him; he has no Mercy for any of 
Us who are their Paſtors and Teachers, 
He repreſents the whole Body of Non- 
conformiſts as Men vroke off from the Ca- 
tholick Church ʒ who have forfeited their In- 
tere in the Covenant of Girace, and are in 
as great danger of Perdition as moral Hea- 
thens. Yea, he inſinuates as if many of 
em were vile Hypocrites, ard all of em 
een almoſt as bad as they who are guilty of ; 
Murder and Adultery, 


F. V. What the Doctor has ſaid to this pur- 
pPoſle, Mr. Bennet has lately raked toge- 
ther, and made the 1ſt. Ch. of his Abridg- 
ment ; that ſo by the murdering Shot 
play'd from this Battery he might nm ws 
down, as the French boalted the Ezgliſh 
Ships lent them did the Hereticks at Ro- 
| chel. I have therefore endeavoured to 
diſmount this Canon, and nail it up in 
the enſuing Diſcourſe. Wherein, tho! 
have referred in moſt places to the Do- 
ctor's Caſes and Jetter; yet I have, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, tranſcribed and followed 
the Abridgment; becauſe tte Author of 
it has in fewer words (and thoſe too 
pickt out of the Doctor) ſumm'd up and 
laidall that he hath ſaid in as much Or- 
der as it will bear: And I take it for gran? | 
2 i 
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ted, that the Doctor will own, he has 
rightly as well as methodically repreſented 
his Notions, and that too in their great- 
eſt Light and Strength; becauſe there 


have been no leſs than 4 Gf not 5) Editi- 
ons of the Abridgment ; and had there 


been any Failure, I preſume the Door 
would have fi jgnified 1 it to the humble E- 
pitomizer, and he have done the ſame to 


the World. 


But tho for the Reaſons which I 3 


juſt now mentioned, I have followed 
the Abridgment; yet 1 donot intend to 
have any thing further to do with the Au- 
thor of it. *Tis not his Eccho, but the 
Do@or himſelf (if he be at leiſure) that I 
deſire to Diſcourſe withal. To whom I 


heartily wiſh a Chriſtian Charity, equal 


to his other greatExcellencies; and that he 


would no longer perſiſt in his ill-natured 


Notions, leſt he prove Himſelf a Schil- 


KV 


matick, while he vainly attempts to prove 


others ſo: and like a furious Hewer of 
Wood, cut Himſelf, while he fo eagerly 


lays about him with his Ax to chop Os 
off from the Body of Chriſt. 


If any flaming hot Diſſenter (for there 
are Bigots of all Parties, and thoſe I take 


to be the trueſt Schiſmatichs ; I fay, if a- 
ny ſuch) ſhall revile me for maintaining 


the Controverſy on Moderate and Catho- 
lick 


als 
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The Preface. 
lick Principles; I ſhan't be much ſurpri- 
zed at it: For I know very well I am on 


the Forlorn; and therefore ſuppole I may 


be ſhot in the Back, as well as cut in the 
Face. But let them, or {ome of their 
Friends, try what they can do, if they 


like not my Management. For a good 


Cauſe will no more defend it ſelf than a 


ſtrong Fortified Place will when affault- 


ed by the Enemy, if there be no Garri- 


ſon within, or the Soldiers be dead aſleep. 


And if others ſee a Man (whoſe Good- 
will however ſhould be owned) ill treated 
by his Friends, they may be apt to be diſ- 


couraged; the natural Iſſu whereof is, 


they'll be tempted to lie ſtill; wherenp- 
on we ſhall be in danger of being wrote 


out of the Field, and hooted out of it too in- 


to the Bargain. 
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Charge us nitb damning Schiſm, do believe Themſelves. 
p. 125. Ry 


iſm from the Church of England; yet we are not Schiſma- 
ticks from the Catholick Church: Proved by the Fudgment 
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( Inſtances of our Author th Clearneſs. 9 
Huis Definition of a Church. The | 
Impoſlibility that there ſhould be 

| _  zore Churches than One. His | 


| 7 Arguments to prove it. That all 
True Churches are Members of 
each other. Church Communion 


| Is Church Union. 


TH [ 8 Author promiſes very fair 0 
in the Beginning, I hat he will fi 
7 Diſcourſe on this Point with 0 
Ge. and with (a) all polſible Clear- (a) Caf-p. | 
| neſs; But if there be no more of Strength | 5 
f D in! 
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in the other ( aſes than there 1s of Clear- 


neſs in theſe, the Diſſenters will be no 


more hurt by the Doctor or the Abridg- 


ment, than the poor naked Man in the 
Alm inack by all the ſbarp Arrows, which 
are unmercifully (tuck thro' his Joynts 
from Head to t oot, but fetch not one 
drop of blood from him. 


. 'Tis a Rule univerſally r. receiv 11 
thic "watiour fil fixing the Signifiation 
of Words, which are uſed in different 
Senſes, tis impoilible to form a clear and 
diſtin Idea of things in one's own mind, 
or convey it to another's: Which our 
Author hath wholly neglected ; the un- 


avoidable Conſequence whereof is groſs _ 


Confuſion, palpable Darkneſs, and perpe- 


tual Self- Contradiction, ſpread through- 
Out the whole of theſe Caſes. 


As an earneſt of what we are to expect 
from him, he prefently falls upon the 


Defining of Church, (and that in a very 
Lame Manner too) before he diſtin- 


guiſhes the various Significations of that 
Word, as apply'd to a Religious Society. 


0 A Church: lays he (a), 3s 4 Body or Soci- 


7. in 


ety of Me, ſeparated from the reſt of the 
World, and united to God and themſelves 


by a Divine Covenant. Thus he Defines 
it, without telling us before hand, (yea, 


or afterwards) whether he means the 


Catholick 


N 5 
| Catholick Viſible Church, or the Catho- 
lick Inviſible One ; or a Patriarchal, 
National, Metropolitan, Provincial, 
Dioceſan, Parochial, or Congregation- 
al Church; or whether it be the Defini- 
tion of a Church in the General Notion 
of it, and agreeing to al thoſe ſorts ot 
Churches. This laſt, one would be in- 
clin'd to ſuppoſe, is what he intends, be- 
| cauſe in the following Diſcourſe he N 
{peaks much of the Catholick ( hurchʒ tho # 
the Title of this Chapter in the Abridg- ” 
ment is, The Neceſſity of Living in Conſtant [ 
Communion with the FEſtabliſld Church of | 
England, which is a particular Church. And 
the Deſign of the whole is to prove, that 
| the Diſſenters, by refuſing to joyn in 
| fixed ſtated Communion with the Church 
of England, cut themſelves off from the 
Catholick Church, and forfeit their Intereſt 
in the Divine Covenant . And yet this | 
1 Clear Writer never tells us what the Ca- . 
tholick Church is, nor what the Church of 
| England is; nor does he vouchſafe to in- 
form us, wherein either one or the other 
| of theſe are diſtinguiſbd from a Church 
; Conlfider'd in the General Notion. Yea, 
one would think, that he deny'd that 
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there were any particular Church at all; { 
for he often tells us (a), There is but One wc i 
Church + *tis One Body in oppoſition to ma- f. 3. K 9 
Hato ® e 1 
ny Bodies, But how is it One ? Not in 15.“ = 

; B 2 that  ” 


[4 3 


that ſenſe wherein other Writers call it ſo; 
but in a very ſingular way, peculiar to our 
(a) Caſe Author: For he ſays (a), Ii extream- 
by 3: h Abſurd to ſay, 12 the Chriſtian Church, 
. which has the ſame Foundation, the ſame 
Faith, the ſame Promiſes, "the ſame 
Priviledees „ ſhould be divided into 
Separate Bodies of the ſame kind. And 
b) caſe that (b) though the univerſal Church 


5. 3. A. he divided into 1 Parts or Congregati- 


F 
To &- ?- ons, (mark his words, Parts or Congrega- 


more to the tjons, not Churches ; for he adds) yet it 


ſame pur- 


Doſe in rhe cannot be divided into Two or more 


Caſe p. 7. Churches. And yet he ſpeaks (c) of the 


(c) cp. Church of * dg of France, and of 
England; and tells us (d), That two 
(a) c caſe Churches may be in Communion with each 


9. Eh 


23. 4 


with each other, becauſe Diſtance of Place 


will not permit it. And then I think if 


both of 'em are Parts of the Univerſal 


Church, the Univerſal Church ſeems at 
leaſt to be divided into two Churches; 
and they are each of them - Bodies of the 


ſame kind, yea, and ſeparate Bodies, 7. e. 
diſtin ones, as being in Places very far 

Diſtant from cach other, and living un- 
der very diſtindt Polities too. 


This looks like groſs Contradiction, to 


ſay there can be but one Church, which 
can't be divided into two or more Churches : 
And yet to ſay that de facto, there are 

zwo 


5.21. 4. ther, and yet not actually) Communicate 
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two or more. Of which he cant clear 
himſelf, by ſaying, That when he at- 
firms there! is and can be but oe Church, 
he means this of the Catholic Church : 


For then how Abſurdly muſt he Talk, 


when he ſays, The Univerſal Church can't 
be divided into two or more Churches ; j. e. 
The Univerſal Church can't be divided 
into two or more Univerſal Churches ? 
yet {ure it may be (for it actually is) di- 
vided into two and more Particular 


Churches. 


Tis very extraordinary to ſay One 
Thing can't be divided into Two 4 les. 
When any thing is divided into Two, 

'tis wont to be divided into two Parts : 

But to divide a thing into {wo Vholes is a 


very cunning Contrivance, near a-kin to 


what this Learned Doctor very Judici- 
oully ſpeaks of in one of his Books (ab, (a) Dr. 


. P arts. Sherlock 
VL Oniverſa r 3 


ture, &c. 
© 2. But let us hear our Coſui 8 proof of the Ca- 


of this Paradox: It is, ſays he (b), e VE, a 


© Church, 
treamly abſurd to ſay that the Crifiien "HOW 


Church, which has the ſame Foundation, G00 ce f. 


1 a ; 23. Abridg. 
the ſame Faith, the ſame Promiſes, the p. 16. 


ſame Priviledges, ſhould be divided into 


ſeparate Bodies of the ſame find. For 


certainly where every thing is common, 


there is One Commnnity. Ils true , diftin& 
Men, : Fhougs of the ſame Common Nature, 
Þ 3 have 
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Pave diſaind Eſſences, and this makes them 
Ad; ;jtin6 Perſons ; hut where the very Eſſence 
of a Body or Society conſiſts in having all 
things common, there can be but one Body. 

And therefore if one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiim, one God and Father of all, be 


common to the whole Chr Iſtian Church, ad ; 


if no Chriſtian has any peculiar Priviledges, 

then there is but one Church, Hence 'tis 
plain, that according to our Author *tis 
impoſſible there ſhould be two or more 
Particular and Numerically diſtinct 
Churches: We muſt no more ſay, the 
Church of Geneva, the Church of Hol- 
land, the Church of Rome, and the 
Church cf England; for they are all but 
one Church, ye cannot be fo much as 
Nume rically diſtinct rom each other. For 
ſeveral Men, for inſtance, Peter, James, 


and John, are not ſpecifically diltinguiſht ' 
from each other; for then all three of 


them could not be Men. But they are 
zumerically diſtinguiſh from each other 
by a ſubtile Principle of Individuation, 
which has puzzled our Metaphyſicians, 


and which our Caſuiſt calls Eſſences di- 


ſtinct from the Common Nature; without 
which theſe Men could not be 7 hree. But 


the Church of Geneva, of Holland, of 


Rome, and of England, according to our 
Author, have not ſo much as this; in- 
deed have nothing at all to diſtinguiſh 


them 
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verſal Church as ſuch, is or can be. Some 


Dioceſan Biſhops, and others under meer Fl 


are diſtinguiſht by Polities, which are ſpe- is I; 
cifically diſtinct from each other. For 0 


Governours, as much as Tyranny, King- 
ſhip and Ari ſtocracy are Governments 
ſpecifically diſtinct. 


Church only, yet elſewhere (a) he has Br. Stil- 
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C73 
them from each other; they have 40 
things common ; they have no peculiar 
Priviledges, and therefore they are and 
can be but one Church. 

But by this Learned Doctors good 
leave, there are many things whereby | 
particular Churches are diſtinguiſht from | 
one another; I ſhall name but one, and 7 
that is, their Eecleſſaſtical Polity, whereby — 
they are united otherwiſe than the Uni- | 
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are united under the Pope, others under 1 


Presbyters. And fo they are more di- 
ſtinguiſht from each other than 3 Men : 


For though Peter, James and John are 
diſtinguiſht, as our Author words it, by 
their diſtindt Eſſences, yet theſe Eſſences 
are only numerically diſtinct; Whereas 


the afore- mention d particular Churches 


take the Pope, a Dioceſan Biſhop, and y 
meer Presbyters to be ſpecifically diſtinct 1 


Now after all that he ſaith here for Oze (a) vin gig. if 
1 
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diſcover'd Two Univerſal Vilible Chur- 164, 4 %½. 


ches; one conſiſting of all thoſe Chriſti- a5quoredin 
* ans and Churches who profeſs the true 27: Een. 
1 Faith p 32. 
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© Faith of Chriſt, obferve his Laws and 
© Inſtitutions, and live inCommunion and 0 
* Fellowſhip with each other; and the o- 5 

* ther contains the Conventicles of Heres 5 
© ticks and Schiſmaticks; which are a mid- 5 
dle Thing between the true Catholick «<« 
Church and the World of Infidels; as Re- {1 
bels ina Kingdom. So that Chriſt has 5 
two Bodies; one that is united to him, c 
and another that is ot united either to | 
him as the Head, or to that which is his | 
True Body. Which looks like a very I 


great T0 indeed. 5 

| 155 ( 

ca) Letter F. 3. Our (aſuiſt further tells us (a), | 1 

- ST: That all true Churches are Members of each | 

Anſwer t0 other. | P 
tis 3 let. Now I think he himſelf will not fay, 5 


5: that the Church of England is a Member 
aboutChur. of the Church of . or of that of 


3 . France, or of that of Holland nor that FRE 
Abridg. either of them are Members of the Church — 4 


21 England. A Man who writes with a 
deſign to be underſtood, would have ex- | 

keg . it thus: They are all Members of 
the Catholick Church, not Members ef each 
other ; as the Eye, the Foot, the Hand 
are Members of the Body, not of each o- 
ther; for ſure the Eye is no Member of 
the Foot, nor are Head and Hand Mem- 
bers of each other. 


Fo pP IJ aus. a. 
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Nor can I imagine what ſhould induce 
our Caſuiſt to ſay, That all true Chur- 
ches are Members of each other ; unleſs it 


be, that we read in our Engliſh Bibles, 


We being many are one Body in Chriſt, and 
every one Members one of another, Rom. 


12. 5. But this, as we have rendred it, 


is an obſcure Expreſſion ; the Apoſtle 
can mean but this, That we are all joy» 
Members; not Members one of another, 


but of the ſame Body, as having a com- 


mon Relation to one and the ſame Head, 


our Author conſulted ſome Learned Com- 
mentators on the place, he might have 


been informed this was the meaning of 
that Phraſe, and he himſelf would have 
fo worded it *. 


F. 4. Another Inſtance of our Au- 
thor's Clearneſs we have in this Poſition 


this muſt be, becauſe Communien is Un 
on; for otherwiſe the Addition of the 
word Church would not make that a true 


and a mutual Relation to each other. Had 


Propoſition. Now this is to make a groſs 


Tautology of the very Title of two of 
OO his 
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of his (a), That Church-Communion is (a) Caſe p. 
Church-Qnion. I ſuppoſe the Reaſon e 2g 
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* Dixit «Moy ian, £5 hic, & Eph. 4. 25. Sicut Latine dici- 
mus Civis meus, municeps meus, de iis qui nobiſcum ejuſdem ſunt 


'Civitatis aur Municipii. Grot. in Locum: 
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his own Books, viz. his Two Trea- 


* . cc 4 
tiſes concerning Onion and Commu- 
nion with Chriſt ; i. e. concerning Onion 


and Union with Chriſt; for one is tother, 
Communion 1, Union. And when he 


b) 4% plays the Caſuiſt, he ſpeaks of an (b) 
* 5 2 Exerciſe of Communion ; now an Exerciſe 


of Union ſounds very harſh. Aud, ſays 


--NE; though a Man that is in Union or 


Communion with the Church, ſhould perform 


thoſe Offices, &c. i. e. A Man that is in 


Union or in Union with the Church. 


Another Man would have thought, that 


Union is a Mears pre-requiſite in order 


to Communion, or the neceſſary Foun- 
dation of it. But our Author has a more 
ſublime way of Writing than ſo : Com- 


munion 27 Union; if it be, tis by the 


ſame extraordinary Figure, whereby the 


End is the Means, the Superſtructure is 
the Foundation, and the Top ſtands for 


the Bottom. 


But I ſhould never have done, if I 
ſhould pretend to inſiſt on all the blind 


Paſſages in this Author, whoſe whole 


Diſcourſe 1s like the Flames of that In- 


fernal Pit into which he caſts us Diſſen- 
ters by whole-fale, where Heat and Dark- 
neſs always dwell together, 
No wonder the Abridger writes after 


this Perplext and Intricate Rate, tho? he 
was then a Fellom of a Colledge in Cam- 


bridge; 
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bridge; and therefore ſhould have had 
thoſe Rules freſh in his Mind, which, 
thro a long Abſence from the Univerſity, 
may have tlipt the Doctor's Memory. But 
this Infant Author can ſuck no other 
Milk, how thick ſoever it be, than what 
he finds ready prepar'd for him in that 
Breaſt to which he lays his young and 
tender Mouth. e 
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5 CHAP. II. 

Ihe Doctor Definition of a Church 
examin dd. No mention of Teſus Þ 
Ts Chriſt in it. If it be a True One, 
| - the Church of England is wo 
True Church : Nor can there be 
any ſuch thing as a True Nation- 5 
al, Metropolitan or Pairiarchal 


Church: About which the Doctor 
greatly differs from Himmel. 
Now proceed to examine the Do- 
ctor's Definition of a Church e Tis 
this (a), 4 Church is a Body, or Society ) cg 
ep. 
of Men ſeparated from the reſt of the World, 1. Aviig. | 
and united to God and to Themſelves by 4b. 15. h 
Divine Covenant, United to themſelves, þ| 
is one of our Caſuiſt's peculiar Strains: | 
| 1 4 
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I ſuppoſe he means united to each other. 

So Plain People are wont to expreſs it, 

when they ſpeak or write of ſeveral Per- 
ſons being united in one Society. But I 

have greater Faults to find with this De- 

finition e For 


1. Here is no mention of Jeſus Chriſt 


in it: Nor in the after Explications in the 


Abridgment, but only once in this Occa- 
ſional Paſſage, viz. The Chriſtian Church 

| (a)Abridg.(a) is nothing elſe but ſuch a Society of Men 
7. 16. 45 are in Covenant with God through Chriſt. 
Jam glad to find his Name any where. 

But ſure it ought to have been in the De- 


frnition of a Church: Eſpecially if that be 


Piſcowſe true which Dr. Sherlock ſays elſewhere, 


File Nat. that fince there is no other Head of Unity 


'Vnity an 


©: for the Church but Chriſt, the Formal Rea- 


on of the ſon of this Unity muſt conſeſt in the Onion 
rags of the whole Church to Chriſt, which makes 
And again, How 3s the whole Church but 

One Body? Truly I know no other way but 

that they are all united to Chriſt in the ſame 
Covenant; and all who are thus united to 
Him, Chri$t accounts His one Body. He 
3 tells us (b), That no Eccleſtaſtical Mini- 
again to ſters or Paſtors belong to the Definition of 
any dene the Catholic Church, They have no rea- 
57g. ſon to take this ill, for he does not deal 
worſe by them than he doth by our * 

| le 


the Univerſal Church the one Body of Chriſs. | 
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igur, for He alſo is left out of the 
Definifion. Nor have the Diſſenters any 
great Caule to repine, that our Author 
thruſts Them out of the Church: For I 
think tis no great Injury to be turn d out 
of that Church from which Chriſt him- 
ſelf is excluded; and excluded he is out 
of the Caſuisfs Definition of it; and 


Definitions ſhould contain every thing 


that is Eſſential in them. Sure Tam, St. 
Paul, when he was writing of the 


Church, thought our Bleſſed Saviour ſo 
neceſſary, that he calls the Church by 
His Name: For as the Body is One, faith 
"m6, 1 Cor--13>-:22, 13: Pink hath many 


Members, and all the Members of that One 


Body being many are One Body; ſo alſo is 
CARIST : i. e. the Church. 


2. If our Author's Definition be true, 
theChurch of Exgland is no true Church; 
nor can there be any ſuch thing as a true 
National, Metropolitan or Patriarchal 
Church. For a Church is, according to 
him, a Society of Men united to God and 


to themſelves by a Divine Covenant. Now 


he tells us aſterward (a), That this is the (a) Os aſe p. 
Chief thing to be obſerd d. And he (b) 7. 3 * 
ſuppoſes hat all Men grant, that God only 405 Caſe p. 


can make à Church; and that the only oof 5: _ t 


ble way he has of forming a arg is by 
granting a Church Covenant, which is the 


Divine 


[ 14 ] 
Divine Charter whereon the Church is foun- | 
(c) Caſep. ded. Anda little after he adds (c), that | 
5 188 no Church-ſtate can depend upon Humane 
Contrats and Covenants ; and therefore 
the Independent Church-Covenant between 
Paſtor and People is no part of the Chriſtian 
Church-Covenant, becauſe it is no part of the 
| Baptiſmal Vow, which is one and the ſame | 
for All Mankind, and the only Covenant 
which Chriſt has made, oY 
Nov, according to this Account, the | 
National Church of Exgland cannot be 
a true Church: For that is either the |! 
 Diffuſcve, or the Repreſentative One. The 
Dr. Stil Diffuſrve National Church of England is 
oo the wholeBody of Chriſtians in thisNa- | 
Separ, p. tion, conſiſting of Paſtors and People a- 
299. C<oreeing in that Faith, Government and 
© Worſhip, which are eſtabliſht by ye 
* Laws of this Realm. Here is a Humane 
_ Conſent of Paſtors and People; and here 
are the Laws of this Realm, which are 
the cement of their Church; but I take 
neither their Conſent nor our Laws to be 
a Divine or the Baptiſaral Covenant. Here 
are Paſtors and People, here are King, 
Lords and Commons to make a Church, 
which muſt be a Humane Creature; not 
a true Church, for that God only can 
make, and I don't take any of them to 
be God. The Conſent of the one, and 
the Laws of the other, are no more a my 
0 


* 
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of the Chriſtian Church-Covenant, and of 
the Baptiſmal Vow, than any Independent 
Church-Covenant whatſoever. 

The Repreſentative National Church P,. sti. 

of England, is the Biſhops and Presbyters n. 

* of this Church, meeting accord ing to the . 
* Laws of the Realm, to Conſult and Ad-?- 300. 

*. viſe about Matters of Religion. Now 
how come the Biſhops and Presbyters of 
this Church to be a National Church? "Tis 
not by a Divine Charter, but bz the Laws = 
of this Realm: Not by God's Appoint- 8 
ment, who aloze can make a Church : 
Not by vertue of the Baptiſmal Vow which 
zs the only Covenant Christ has made. For 
I don't take the Laws of this Realm to be 
any part of the Baptiſmal Vow and Co- 
venant. That, as he ſays (a), 7s one and (a) Cafe p. 
the ſame for all Mankind. Now I don' * 5285 
think that a/ Mankind have or pretend © 
to a Right to fit in the Convocation ; or 


that 2 Mankind is bound to Serre the 
Laws of this Realm, tho? they are bound 


to conſent to the Baptiſmal Covenant 


when ' tis propoſed to them. 


Nor is a Metropolitan or Patriarchal 


Church a true Church, according to this 
Definition. To clear this, let us hear a lit- 


tle what the Learned Dr. Sherlock himſelf pr. Sher. i 
ſaith in his other Writings; ſpeaking of a SiO, 1 
Biſhop's being the 3 © 3 In % ; 


his own Church, he lay” or does this Principles, = 


over- 1 21. ö 


Fw 


_ overthrow that Ancient Conſtitution of Pa- 


Id. p. 73. 


triarchal or Metropolitan Churches. For a 
Patriarch or Metropolitan was not a Superi- 
or Order to Biſbopt, nor included any Aut ho- 
rity over them, as is evident from what St, 
Cyprian diſcours d, who was himſelf a Pri- 
mate : But only ſome Precedency in the ſame 


Order, and ſuch Advautages of Power in the 
Government of the Church as was given 
them by the Common Conſent of Biſhops 


for the greater Public Good. A little af- 


ter, he aſcribes their Authority to the 
Canons of the Church, and the Laws of 


the Land by which they are confirmed. 
So that the Metropolitan and Patriarchal 


Churches, by his own Confeſſion, are 
not founded on a Divine Charter, are 


not conſtituted by the Baptiſmal Vow 3 
but formed by the Common Conſent of Bi- 


fhops,the Canons of the Church, and Laws 


of the Land. They depend entirely up- 


on Humane Contracts and Covenants, and 


are not Churches of God's making, and 
therefore are no true ones; for Men may 


as ſoon make a World as a Church. We 
are ſure God only can do the former; and 


our Author takes it to be a Point bright 


Caf, * Þ» 5. 


as Light it ſelf, that all Mer will grant He 
only can can do the latter. For, as he adds 


in the Caſe, ſuch Perſons (if there were 


any ſo Abſurd) are not worth Diſputing 


with, who dare affirm the Chiirch to be a 


Humane 


* 
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Huntane Creature, or the Invention of Men. 
I have found one ſo Abſurd, even the 
Doctor himſelf ; and was juſt a going 
to lay aſide my Pen, and write no more 
againſt a Van, who, himſelf tells me, is 
not worth Diſputine with: W hich, it he 


may be believ'd, will further appear from 


the following Paſſages. For, ſpeaking 


Of the Combination of Churches for 


Catholick Communion, he ſays (a), 


2) Id. 


There is no Arch- Biſhop, 710 Pichi no 45. 


particular Forms of Combinations of Chap 


ches of DIVINE Inſtitution : (b) What 


ever Superiority or Jun ijdiction Arch-Bj- P. 71. 
ſhops challenge over Biſhops, tis but a H O- 


MANE Tnſtitution Again, — Ihey 


muſt quit all (c) Pretence to a Divine 


| Right, and confeſs the Pope to be as very a 
Humane Creature as the Arch-Biſhop is. And 
the Archiepiſcopal and Patriarchal Authori- 


ty (d) were not Inſtituted by Chriſt, And 
that which gives (e) Being to a National 


(b) lb. 


(c Ib. 


(d) lb. 
(e) Ib. 


Primacy, is not the Inſtitution of 0 F Chriſt, 5.74 


but the Authority of Soveraigu Princes and 


Civil Powers. And once more (f), Arch 


(f) Ib. 


Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Ca- 5. 113: 


nons, Arch-Deacons, Chancellours, Off — 
cials, Prieſts and Deacons ; this is only an 


Eecleſs aſtical Body of Humane Inſtituti- 


on for tbe good Government and Diſcipline 


of ſuch. combined Churches, , and alterable 
GC again 
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" pverthrow that Ancient Conſtitution 377 
o/ A 


triarchal or Metropolitan Churches. 


Patriarch or Metropolitan was not a Superi- 


or Order to Biſhops,nor included any Aut ho- 


rity over them, as is evident from what St. 


Cyprian diſcours'd, who was himſelf a Pri- 


mate : But only ſome Precedency in the ſame 


Order, and ſuch Advantages of Power in the 


but formed by the Common Conſent of Bi- 
fhops,the Canons of the Church, and Laws 
of the Land. They depend entirely up- 
on Humane Contracts and Covenants, and 
are not Churches of God's making, and 
therefore are no true ones; for Men may 


Government of the Church as was given 
them by the Common Conſent of Biſhops 
for the greater Publick Good. A little af- 
ter, he aſcribes their Authority to the 
Id. . 73. Canons of the Church, and the Laws of 


the Land by which they are confirmed. 


So that the Metropolitan and Patriarchat 
Churches, by his own Confeſſion, are 
not founded on a Divize Charter, are 


not conſtituted by the Baptiſmal Vow 3 


as ſoon make a World as a Church. We 


Caſe p. 5. 


are ſure God only can do the former; and 


our Author takes it to be 4 Point bright 


as Light it ſelf, that all Mer will grant le 
only can can do the latter. For, as he adds 
in the Caſe, ſuch Perſons 5 if there were 


any ſo Abſurd) are not worth Diſputing 
with, who dare affirm the Chiirch to be a 
„„ Humane 
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Humane Creature, or the Invention of Mex, 
[ have foand one ſo Abſurd. even the 
Doctor himſelf ; and was juſt a going 
to lay aſide my Pen, and write no more 
againſt a Man, who, himſelf tells me, is 


not worth Diſputing with - Which, it he 
may be believ'd, will further appear from 


the following Paſſag es. For, ſpeaking 


bf the ene of Churches for 
Cstholick Communion, he ſays (a), 


(a) Ib. 


There is no Arch-Biſhop. no Primate, not: 45. 


particular Forms of Combinations of 7, lg 


che of DIVINE Inſtitution : (b) What 


(b) Ib. 


ever Superiority or Jur [diction Arch-Bi- P. 51. 


ſhops challenge over Biſhops, tis but a H O- 


MANE Inſtitution Again, —Lhey 


muſt quit all (c) Pretence to a Divine 
| Right, and confeſs the Pope to be as very a 
Humane Creature as the Arch-Biſbop i. And 
the Archiepiſcopal and Patriarchal Authori- 
iy (d) were not Inſtituted by Chriſt. And 


that which gives (e) Being to a National 


(c) Ib. 


(d) Ib. 
e) Ib. 


Primacy, is not the Infttation of 7 F Chriſt, Þ. 74. 
but the Authority of Soveraign Princes and 
| Civil Powers. And once more (f), Arch- 


(f) Ib. 


Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Ca- P. 3 


nous, Arch- Deacons, Chancellonrs, Offi 


"© jals, Prieſts and Deacons : q this is only an 


Fecleſi aſtical Body of Humane Inſtituti- 
on for tbe good Government and Diſcipline 
of ſuch combined Churches, , and alterable 


1 again 
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again as the Neceſſities of the Church re- 


ure. 
: By the way 3 I had thought tho Dea- 
cons may paſs for Cyphers, yet that 


Prieſts or Biſhops at leaſt had been our 
Governours by Divine Inſtitution, and 


not a Humane one; and unalterably ſo 


too. But to let that paſs as a Slip. Here 


we have as full a Confeſſion as need to 


be deſired, that all beyond a Dioceſan 


Church, all Combinations of Churches 


into Provincial, Metropolitan, or Ne- 
tional, and particularly the Church of 


England, and all Arch-Biſhops, Deans, 


Prebends, Canons, Arch-Deacons, Chan- 
cellours, Officials, and the long Gc. of 


(a) Caron the (a) reſt that bear Office in the ſame, 


the 7th, 


ted together by the Chriſtian-Church-Cove- 
nant and the Baptiſmal Vow, which is the 


ſtand upon no Divine Bottom, are not 


founded on a Divine Covenant, are not of 


God's making but of Man's, are not an- 


only Covenant Chriſt has made; but de- 


pend upon Humane Contracts and Cove- 


nants, which no Churth-ſtate can do, if 


Summary 
of Controv, 
Þ I 23. 


our Caſuiſt may be believ'd. And yet 
this ſame Learned Man at other times 
tells us, That Metropolitans and Patri- 


archs is a very uſeful Conſtitution, and of 


great Antiquity in the Church, if it had not 


its Beginning in the Apoſtles Times. And 
bus, Gilles n 3 


— 2 
a * 


— — . 
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more plainly elſewhere (b), When Chris?) Def of 
hath inſtituted a Catholick Church, and ingf. 1 


6 ingf. pap. 
Catholic nity, it ſeems ſtrange to me, that 259. 


a National or Patriarchal Church, (which 


is only ſuch a Combination of ſeveral Chur- 
ches into one, as may ſerve the Ends of 


Catholic Unity) ſhould not be thought as 


much) a Divine Inſtitution as any particu- 


lar Church. But 'tis not more uiual for 


the Thames to Ebb and Flow, than for 
him to aſſert This and That: And as he 


ſays of Mr. Baxter CL he has very often (© W. 
been a Schiſmatick to bimſelf, and very ſel- P. 85. 


dom agrees long together with his own Judę- 
ment. FIGS i; ” 


TI 
CHAP. III. 
The Churches A thority not ts d 


of Old. Dr. Smiths remarkable. 


Pnublick Recantation for aſſerting 
it. Neither the Bir IVE nor 
Repreſentative Church has an y. 
Our Convocation a meer Humane 
Conſtitution ; Bp. Burnet's Ac- 


4. count of tt. The National Church 


vo Political Society. Of its 
Conſtitutive Regent Head. 


HE better to Confound the Di- 
ſenters, they are often put in mind 
of the Churches Anthority. Our Caſuiſt 


20 Abridg. tells us (a) of the Neceſſity of Obedience 


p. 5 3 to it. That (b) every National Church 


nl, Pas Authority over her own Members to pre- 


Len. to A- ſcribe the Rules of Worſhip. And that each 


. Church has a peculiar Juriſcliction. 80 
ig. 2, great Weight upon all Occaſions is laid 
20. 21. on this, that I mult a little enquire into 
it. And 
1. Theſe Lofty Strains are hardly of 
any earlier Date than the Days of King 
James the Firſt. Before that time, they 


who vented em have been ſeverely 


Scourg'd 


1 — — — * —— —-— hs — 2 
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payne of everlaſtyng Dam- 


and Decrees although it be 
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Scourged for it; witneſs the Recantati- 
on which Dr. Sith was obliged to make 
in K. Edward the Sixth s Reign, a print- 


which is a great Rarity, the 


ed Copy whereof I have now before me, 


eaſt Hint 


whereof I could not meet with in Dr... 
Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation. The 
Title of the Book the Reader may ſee in 
the Margent, which I give him exactly 


Quotations, Liz. Fhat where- 
as he had wrote, That Men 

© oaght to obey the Byſ- 

ſhoppes Commanndement 
in all thyngs leatul upon 
* nacyon and that it is 
more convenient that the 


© People obey their Byſ- 


„ ſhoppes Commaundements 


but in a thynge {different 
5 of it ſelf, and not OH- 
< maunded by God than that 


Children their Fathers and 


15 Daye of 


according to the Print and Spelling of 
thoſe Days, as J ſhall the following 


* 


A GODLY AND 


Faythfull Retractation 
made and publiſhed at 
Paules Cxoſſe in Lon- 


don the Yeare of our 


Lorde God $547. the 

lay. By 
Mayfjer Richard Smyth 
Doctor of Diyinity and 
Reader of the Kynges 
Majeſtyes Lecture in 
Oxford. Revokyng 


therein certeyn Errours 
and Faultes by him com- 
mityd in ſome of hys 


Books. Londini. Anno 


Domini MDXLVII. 


< Servants ſhould obey their Maiſters or: 


Mothers. 


And that as Subjects be bound to 


© obey and fulfyll their Princes Lawes 


© which ar not conteyncd 


in God's) 


Lawes beyng not againſt it; even ſo be 


Chri- 
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* Chriſten People bound to obey and 
doe that which their Byſſhopps bid- 
*. deth them doe: All theſe Sayinges [ 


doe now Revoke, Dilanull and Con- 


* dempne as Erronious and Falſe. Then 
be profeſſes Firſt, That the Auctorite 
* of Bylſhoppes and other call'd the Mi- 
niſters of the Church confiſteth in the 


Diſpenſacion and Miniſtration of 
God's Woorde; and not in makyng 

* Lawes, Ordinaunces and Decrees over 
* the People beſyde God”s Morde without 


the Conſent _ Auctori e of the Prince 


© Law over the People without the Con- 


* ſent of the Princes and the People; 


* and if they do make anye ſuche, no 


6 | Man is bounde to obey them. Third- 
1y, That in thoſe Countryes where by 

« the Auctorite of the Prince they have 
made any ſuche Lawes, thauctorite of 


* thoſe Lawes doth not appende and 
hang of the Biſſhops and the Cler- 


' BY, Tor of the Princes and Cheif Heds 


* m every Country. Fourthly, That 
«© within this Realme of Eng 3 and o- 


* ther the Kinges e there is no 


* Laye, Decree, Ordinaunce or Conſti: 


$ tution 


and People. Secondly, That no Byſ- 
ſhop nor none of the Clergie aſſembled 
together have any Auctorite to make a- 
ny Lawes or Decrees behdes God's 


—— —-— — — 
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tution Eccleſiaſtical in force and avail- 
able by any Man's auctority, but only 
by the Kynges Majeſtyes auCtority or 
of his Parliament. Afterwards ſpeak- 
ing of Rites, Canons, and Ceremonies 


Q K a&a 


he ſays, © The Kynges Majeſtie for the 
© tyme beyng, may either of lauful or 


* juſt Cauſe, or of his mere Goodneſſe 
without any cauſe, diſpence or ab- 
* folve any Man from beyng bound to 


© theym. And the ſayd Perſone with 


whom the Superior Powers have di- 


ſpenſed withall and ſo made free from 
them (ex. gr. the Diſſenters ſince the 


AZ of Indulgence) may uſe his ſayd 


© Lybertie without any daunger of Synne 


* or ſcruple of Conſcience. —He adds, 
* If any Man hereafter (which God for- 
* byd) ſhould preach, teach, or ſet forth 


_ © any thing which is not conſonaunt and 
* agreying to theſe aforeſaid Articles and 


* Aﬀertions (as they who now talk o 


theChurches Authority and Juriſdiction) 


* beleue good Hearers and know you 
* ſurely, that it is a falſe, untrew, and 
* devellyſh Doctrine, and ungodlye U- 
* ſurpation upon the Holly Scripture, 


© contrary too the trew, Pure and cathc- 

© licall Doctrine of Chriſtes Churche. 
2. This National Church, that pre- 
tends to ſo much Authority and Jurifdidi- 
„ nn, 


———ʒñ—— 
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munion of c 
the Cat ho- 
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on; muſt be either the Diſfiſtve one, 
which is the Body of the People of Eng- 
land; or the Repreſentative one, which 
18 the Biſhops and Presbyters of this 
Church met in Convocation. 

[ ſuppoſe they will not ſay *tis the 
Church Diffuſroe ;, for this would be to 


make the People the Fountain of Eccleſia- 


ſtical Authority and Juriſdiction; and 


litt up the Multitude into the Saddle, 


who are the Perſons to be Govern'd. 
And that the Church Rhirefentative 
hasno Authority and Juriſdiction, I will 


labour to prove by theſe aer Con- 


ſiderations. 


iſt, Becauſe in deſpig ht of the 139th 
Canon Dr. Sherlock ak taught us to at- 
firm, That the Convocation neither is nor 


can bo the Church Repreſentative, tho it 


be ſo call'd. F or we may argue with re- 


ference to the National Charch of England 


Diffuſrve, as he does with reference to 


£2 Al. the Catholick Church. © As (a) Biſhops, 


ture, Unity 
and Com. e ſo neither are they the Repreſentatives 
of the Catholick Church. So ſay I, 
liel Church as Biſhops (and take in Presbyters too if 


ſays he, are not the Catholick Church, 


you will, or thoſe choſen and deputed 
by em) are not the Church of 277 land 
Diffuſive, or-the Body of the Englich 
People; 0 neither are e they their Repre- 

ſentatives. 


1 
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ſentatives. For the Office of a Biſhop (as he 


goes on) is not to Repreſent, but to Govern 
the Church ; and therefore Biſpops are not the 
Churches Repreſentatives by Inſtitution no 
more than the King! is the Repreſentative of 
bis Kingdom. How then do they come to 
be the Churches Repreſentatives ? Did all 
ihe Chriſtians in the World (ſays he) who 
are the Catholic Church (Did all the Chri- 


ſtians in England, ſay I, who are the 


Church of England Diffuſive) ever intruſt 
them with this Ne Did they ever re- 


fren up their Faith (ſaith he; and their 
Chriſtian Liberties {ay I) into the Hands 


of their Biſhops ? This never was done z 


and yet no Man has a Repreſentative but 


by: tes? Own conſent. And Li it could be 


done, - Biſhops then muſt ſit in Council (ſo 
he, in Convocation ſay I) ot only as Bi- 
ſhops, but as Lay-Repreſentatives, if two 
fuch Different per are not Tnconſi- 


tent. N ee 


Again, in another Ga) Place. in an- (a) Ib. 
(ver to this Queſtion, Cannot the Cat ho- l. 44. 
lick Church meet and af by its Repreſenta- 
tives, as Kingdoms and Como Wealths 5 


40 He replies, I have already proved, 


that all the Biſhops of the Church, much leſs 


any one Biſhop, cannot repreſent the Catho- 
lick Church No, nor the Di ffuſive Nati- 
png Church of England, ſay I. For as 


Biſhops 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
ö 


tell. But let us hear him proceed; And 


) Ib. t Ig (a) evident, de facto, that there are 


(b) w. 
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Biſhops they are not the Church, but the Ge. 


vernours of it under Chriſt and no Man 


ever yet thought of any other Repreſentatives 


for the Church, How the Lower Houſe 
of Convocation will like this, who are 
one Halt of our National Church Repre- 


ſentative, and not one Biſhop among 
them, but all of em Presbyters, I can't 


no other Repreſentatives for the whole 


Multitude of Chriſtians never did male 
choice of any ſuch Repreſentatives ; and no 

Man can be repreſented but by his own cou- 
ſent, And if there could be any ſuch Re- 

preſentatives made by the Unanimons Vote 
_ of all the Chriſtians in the World (ſaith he, 
in England ſay I) which I think is morally. 
impoſſible, yet then the higheſt and moſt 
 Soveraign Authority in the Church would be 
derived from the People, which I ſuppoſe 
the Church of Rome (ſaith he, the Bi- 

ſnops and Presbyters of Exgland, ſay I) 
will not very well lile. . 
I )his is a Notable Flight, but he riſes 


higher than this: For, as he goes on (b), 


indeed it js abſolutely Impolſible that the 


Catholick Church ſhould be repreſented (ſo 
he, and with the ſame Reaſon the Diffu- 


ſive Church of England, ſay I) For the 
Catholick Church (and 'tis the ſame as 8 
| the 


* 
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the Diffuſive Church of England) is the 
whole Multitude of Chriſtians (add to our 
preſent purpoſe, in Exgland) Nom 2 
Multitude as a Multitude can never be re- 


preſented by any thing but it ſelf: There 


can be no Formal nor Virtual Multitude, 
but the whole entire Number. The Catho- 


lick Church, as he adds (a). frenifies All (i) Ib. 
Chriſtians ; and if you leave out any of the p. 45. 
Number, it is not All, and therefore is not 


the Catholick Church. — The Catholick 
Church cannot be repreſented by a Few of 
the whole Number; becauſe a Few are not 
All; and therefore not the Catholick Church. 
So ſay I, the Diffuſive National Church 
of England ſignifies all Chriſtians in Eng- 
land; and it you leave out any of the 
Number, it is not all, and therefore is 
not the Church of England. So that 
the Church of England cannot be re- 
e by a Few of the whole Num- 
er, becauſe a Few are not All, and there- 


fore not the Church of Erelard. 


It is not my Buſineſs to examine whe- 


ther All theſe Arguments of his are Con- 


cluſive; I leave that to Him; He is the 


more oblig d to make em good, becauſe 


he ſeems to value Himſelf mightily on 


this Book of His, whence I have gather- 


ed theſe choice Flowers: As appears by 


thele words of His towards the cloſe of 


the 
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the Preface, Vis. After all that is ſaid: 
on ont ſide and tother, Tam very ſen- 
<. {ible there never will be an End of theſe 
« Wranglings without ſettling the true 


* Notion. of the Catholick Church, 
© which, tho' a great many good things 


have heath {aid about it, I think was 


© nevet\tkoroughly done yet. What my 


_ © preſent, Performance is, I mult leave 
* other Men to judge.: But if my Notion 


be rigat, I am {ure there's an End 
© of al the Vain and. Arrogant Pretences 
© of the Church of Rome. I ſhould be 


glad alſo if he would tell us, whether 


the Convocation be the Repreſentative of 
the Parliament too And to ſnew where-: 
in hes the Power of the Church of 8 
land, of which they make ſo great a 
Noiſe, tho the Church has been ſo much 
under the King” s Girdle ever ſince Henry 
the Eighth's Days, that the Convocation 
dare not ſo much as to Debate any Mat- 
ter without His Majeſty's Licenſe, for 


fear of a Premunire; of which we have 


2 late Inſtance in the Caſe of Toland's He- 


retical Book; and what Reſolutions ſo- 


ever they come to, yet they do not oblige 
our Conſciences but by vertue of His 
Majeſty's Ratification of em by His Au- 


thority; without which they ſignify no 


more than many Contracts written on 


Paper that wants the Royal Stamp. 
W 2dly, 


e 


— 


e am» a Fr. oa, =o 


F — W ↄ TS , ß, ͥm Ä W-» V 


1 2 3 3 


FF 


AAS FC 8-8: 


[9 


+2dly, argue this from the odd Con- 


ſcitution of this which they call the 


Church Repreſentative. Here I will uſe 
the Words of Bp. Burnet, whereby the 
Reader will better underſtand his My- 
ſtery of the Repreſentative Church of 
Ruckend, {or Separation from which we 


muſt be Damn d. — This may be 7he Biſhop 
very Poſitively affirm'd, That in no fre rk 


part of the Antient Conſtitution, and on Boot 
in no Church for many Ages after the i 
Primitive Times, can it be made appear, of 2 
even by a Conjecture, that in any Nati- Ii Cνν 
onal or Provincial Synod the Interior iq 3 
* Clergy form'd a Body apart, and fate 

by themſelves: without their Eiſhops ; 


* acting in any fort as a Co- ordinate 


Body with them. So that whatſoever 
© may be found of this kind among us is 


no part of our Eccleſiaſtical Conftitu- 
tion as we have an Authority from 


| © Chriſt, that ought to be manag'd con- 


formably to the Primitive Pattern, but 
18 ae a Temporal Conſtitution taken 
from the Frame of our Parliaments. 
Therefore, if Men have a true Zeal for 
the Primitive Times, they ſnould turn 
it all another way, to procure a Conſti- 
tution ſuitable to that Frame. The 
Commons of the Spirituality ſate in a 
Chamber apart, as the Commons of the 
Tem- 
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Temporality did ; and were ſummon'd 
by the ſame Authority and to the ſaine 
End. But tho with Relation to the 


Temporal Concerns of the Clergy, this 
* wasSa good Conſtitution, yet it cannot 


be call'd a true Repreſentative of the 


Church, tho? it be now a Legal one. In 


the Lower Houſe there are of the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury 20 Deans or more, 


who pretend to fit there; there are as 
many Proctors from Chapters, and 60 | 
* Arch-Deacons, and but 38 Clerks, cho- 


ſen by the Clergy. So that the Deans 
and Chapters who had their Authority 


at firſt by Papal Bulls, and have now | 
their Exemptions and Juriſdictions | 


continu'd to them orly by a Proviſo in 


the Statute of 25. Hen. 8. have more 
Intereſt in the Convocation than the 


whole Body of the Clergy. Theſe are 


all made either by the King or by the 


Biſhops. The Threeſcore Arch-Dea- 
cons are all of the Biſhop's Nomination, 


and their Authority is of a Late Date, 
and but a Humane Conſtitution. All this 
is beſides the Intereſt that the Biſhops 


have in making the Returns of Two 


only out of all thoſe who are choſen } 
in the ſeveral Arch-Deaconries of their 


Dioceſs; ſo that the Inferior Clergy 
can in no ſort be ſaid to be equally Repre- 


* ſented 
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© ſented there. Much leſs can this be 
ſaid of the good People of England. Here 


are 20 Deans and 20 Proctors from 


Chapters, and 60 Arch-Deacons, 35. e. 
No leſs than a Hundred who are no Of- 
ficers of Chriſt, whoſe firſt Original was 
from the Pope, and the continuance of 


them only from astatute, to 38Clerks cho- 


en by the Clergy. And out of all thoſe 
that are choſen in their ſeveral Arch- 


Deaconries, the two that are to be re- 


turn d are choſen by the Biſhops, which | 


| Biſhops too are choſen not by the Church 


unleſs in Mockery, but by the King. 


Nov is not here an admirable Church Re- 
preſentative, founded on a Divine Cove- 
nant? And I wonder who 'tis that the 60 
Arch- Deacons do repreſent. 


His Lordſhip goes on: © I acknow- 
* ledge this (Viz. an Equal Repreſentative 
of the Inferior Clergy is not neceſſary 
in a Conſtitution, that pretends no 


TT. higher than Law and Cuſtom; a Pra- 


C ice paſt Preſcription is, in ſuch Caſes, 


| | * a good Foundation; and if Men riſe 


no higher in their Claim for Church- 
* Power than Law and Cuſtom, this is 
enough: But if they pretend to a Di- 


vine Original, they mult {eek for ano- 


ther Conſtitution. Indeed. if they are 
3 3 Con 


— 
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© contented to take up with a Humane 


p. 11, 12. 


5 


5 


Authority, they may reſt __y d with. 
this. 
His Lordſhip further goes on to the 


Deans, and other exempted Perſons ex- 
erciſing all the Acts of Epiſcopal Juriſdi- 
ction, and then adds theſe very obſerva- 
ble words, Viz. If Ecclefiaſtical Au- 
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* thority is only of Humane Original, 


indeed all this may be excuſed and born 
with: But if our Plea for a Divine O- 
riginal is well founded, then, ſince no 
Humane Law nor Cuſtom can derogate 


from the Divine Law, let thoſe who are 
concerned in theſe thin gs ſee ho they 


can reconcile our Principles to their 
Practiſes. Here are Presbyters acting 
in moſt parts of the Epiſcopal Functi- 


ons, as Biſhops, without any Subordi- 


nation to them: IF all is founded on a 
Divine Right, then by the ſame Autho- 
rity that they do invade many Acts of 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, they might as 
well have invaded all the reſt : And if 


the one would be condemned as a Sa- 


crilegious Attempt, it will not be eaſy 
to excuſe, much leſs to fan the 
other. 

A little after he adds; lt! is not very 
fairly done to bring ſome Authorities 


from Ancient Authors and Councils, 
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of Presbyters aſſiſting their Biſhops, 
* and from thence immediately to con- 


V; iz. © The Debates with the Puritans and 


K - © & 
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* clude for the Right of a Convocation 
conſtituted as ours 1s. 

To which Ill add one Paſſage more, 9.13. 

* the Diſciplinarian Controverſy, was 
that which occaſiond great Heats du- 
ring Q. Elizabeth's Reig gn. But the Con- 
vocation never weddled with this; it 


was left wholly with the Queen; the 
appointed ſome Biſhops, and others of 


the Clergy who were of the High Com- 
miſſion to ſettle Rules in roſe Mat- 


ters. They did it. 80 here a Mat- 


ter of very great Conſequence was ſet- 


tled by a few Biſhops and others, acting 
by ths Queen's Commiſſion ; and this 


was the Rule that the Church was go- 


vern'd by, till the late Civil Wars. 


Here was a good Plea for the Puritans, 
which this Author has found out for 


them, that none of themſelves made 


uſe ol. 
3. Dr. Sherlock tells us „That the Biſhops 


when aſſembled together have no Go- 
verning Power at all. (And I ſuppoſe 
the addition of Presbyters to 'em when 
met in a Convocation, will not give em 
any Authority.) They can only Con- 


ſalt and Adviſe They mect only 15 Ad- 
D 


Vice 
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(a) Vindie. vice (a) and Counſel, not for Rule aud Em- 
OE pire, as he tells us over and over. And 

p. 8 27. Biſhops, ſaith he (b), as to Subjection are 


37. 41. Independent; for there is no Superior Au- 
thority in the Church over them, as 1 have 


(b) See bis aimays aſſerted. (SO did Dr. Barrow (b) 


Ay alſo before him.) And conſequently 
| Gburck. that which they call the Church Repreſen- 


tative has no Authority, either over the 
Laity of a National Church, or over any 


Particular Biſhop. Yea, the Doctor 


carries the Matter ſo high, as not only 


to deſtroy the Power of the National 


Church, but even His Majeſty's Autho- 
rity alſo in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs: For he 


calls the Biſhop the Supreme Ruler many 
Scores of times. And let us ſee what 


Prerogatives he inveſts him withal. Every 


Biſhop, according to him, as being the 


(c wind. f (c) SU P RE ME Governonr of his own 
ſome Prot 
Principles, 


High to do This, 1. e. to determine the 


— 


and more 


the fame Aturgy, yet if every Biſhop. who 
29 the ſame | 7 | 0p, ! 
purge inis the SUPREME Governour of his 


þ 19% own Church, ſhould have a Liturgy of his 


own, I ſee no Hurt init, provided it be a 


true 


Church and Dioceſs, has Authority to ap- 
p. 101. point the decent Rites of Worſhip i» it. 
Again, Every Biſhop hath an Original 


Decencies and Order in Ceremonies i» 
his own Church. And tho it be moſt Uni- 
(4)p. 103. 79r17 (d) that a National Church ſhould uſe 


— 
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true Chriſtian Liturgy, and neither corrupt 
the true Chriſtian Faith nor Worſhip. Tis 
| hard to reconcile this with his other Aſ- 
| ſertion, That every particular National 
Church has Authority over her own Members 
| to preſcribe the Rules of Worſhip. The So- 
| veraign Authority of the Biſhop in each 
Dioceſs, who is the Supreme Governour, 
does (if any thing) oblige the People; 
not the Authority of the National Church. 
But after all, the determining Decencies 
in Order and Ceremonies, and Rites of 
Worſhip, and appointing what Liturgy 
{hall be uſed, are Matters which His Ma- 
jeſty, as Supreme Head of the Church, does 
pretend unto. And the Lay Chancellour 
has the Keys hung at his Girdle, who 
can not only controle the Biſhop, but 
huff and hector him too: Of which we 
have two very remarkable Inſtances, one VI 
in (a) Duke the Chancellour's Carriage (a) Nated Til 
towards the Biſhop of elle; the other "oa. 16 


—_— 


2 4 3 — , ⏑ ⏑— ö A ad 


; in the Caſe of the excellent (b) Biſhop 8 Sil 
; : ell's Life 4 

Bedell. 5 | 5 written by Wit 
So that here are four Steps, one higher g. Burnet {| 
b 


than the other, and yet each of 'em the: 58. 89. 
Higheſt of all. Here's the Biſhop, who 1 
is the Supreme Governour: The Lay- 

; Chancellour, who can check and con- 
| trole him: And the National Church, 
that muſt be Superiour to both; and His BY 
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Majeſty, who as the Head of the Church, 
is above all of 'em. 

4. If the National Church has Autho- 
rity and Juriſdiction over us, ſhe muſt 
be a true Political Society; otherwiſe, 
ſhe is only a Community of Men, who 

voluntarily confederate together, who 
may make Contracts which will oblige 
thoſe who do conſent, but none beſides: 
As a company of Merchants, agreeing to 
Trade together to ſuch a Place in a joynt 
Stock. But ſuch a Community can't 
properly make Laws, and can exerciſe 
no Juriſdiction. 
lf ſhe be a true Political Society, ſhe 
muſt have a Conſtitutive Regent Head. 
This indeed Dr. Stillingfleet, and after 
him Dr. Sherlock his Vindicator, pleads is 
not neceſſary in order to make her a true 
Church, becauſe the Church-Catholick | 
zs a true Church without any ſuch Head. 
But by the Leave of theſe Learned Men, F | 
think the Church-Catholick has a Head, 
Viz. Our Lord Feſus Chriſt; and he has 
5 
| 
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given Laws to the Catholick Church ; 
He is its Governour, and all its Members | 
are Govern'd by Him. And of all Men 


(2) Eis living Dr. Sherlock (a) ſhould not deny 


Diſc. # this, becauſe he will a/low no other Union. 
8 but a Political one only between Chriſt 5 


The | 
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The True Reaſon why they ſay there 
neither is, nor is there any neceſſity that 
there ſnould be a Supreme Head and Go- 
vernour of this National Church, is, 
Becauſe they are at a Loſs to tell us who 


he is. The Difficulty here is the ſame as 
it was lately in a very Famous Inſtance, 


about the Vacancy of the Throne. If it be 
not vacant, tis filPd up; but who is it 
filld up with? So in our preſent Caſe, 
Mho is the Supreme Head and Governour 
of this Church 2 The Arch-Biſhops, one 
or both 2 Or is it His Majeſty? This is 


a puzzling Queſtion ; and therefore they 


are forc d to ſay, that this Body, as ſuch. 
a Body, as the Church of England, has 


no Head at all. But then how comes this 


Church to have ſo much Authority, and 
talk ſo high of her Juriſdiction, and 


make Canons which all Engliſh Men are 


bound to obey > Yea, what is the Prin- 
ciple of Unity, and how comes ſhe to 


be One Church? They tell us, tis by 


Unity of Conſent, as all Particular Churches D. stil- 
make one Catholick Church. But by Unity <0" 
of Conſent (a) to what ? If it be not to gepar, p. 
one Common Government, it is not a 299: 


_ Govern'd Church as one. And does not - £3). Mr. 


xter's 


the Catholick Church conſent to one 24 Reply ro. 


Governing Head, Viz. Jeſus Chriſt? And 1 
does any thing elſe make her formally one | 
Politick Body or Church? 


ind, Cal 
vin. p. 4. tion purely Eccleſiaſtical and Intrinſecal, 
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Well, but it is One National Church, 


becauſe it was receivd by the Common 
Conſent of the whole Nation in Parliament, 


as all other Laws of the Nation are. But 
yet ſtill, as Mr. Baxter obſerves, the 
Queſtion remains unanſwer'd, What is 
the one Common Governing Power in the 
Church which this Parliament conſent hath 
eſe t up? Beſides, this is not a Combina- 


but Civil and Extrinſecal. 
And an Act of Parliament is no Divine 


Covenant, nor is it the Baptiſmal Vow, in 
whole or in part, which alone can conſti- 
tute a Church, as our Caſuiſt tells us, and 


We have before obſerved. 


The plain Truth of the Caſe 1s, the 


King 4 Parliament are the Makers, and 


the Head of the Church of England; and 


Ithinł they have a juſt Power to rule 
their own Creature - And our Convoca- 
tion in the True Notion of it are but 


their Eccleſiaſtical Council. Now, King, 


Lords and Commons have granted us an 
Act of Toleration; and the Collection 
of all the Churches, whether Conform- 
iſts or Nonconformiſts, are the Church 
of Eneland, united under one Civit Go- 


vernment. Our Conformable Brethren 


indeed are the Church Triumphant : they 
have the Temples, and the Tythes, and 
other 


2 


— 
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_ | , 


other large Revenues, by the Law of the 


Land : Welive by the voluntary Con- 
tributions of our People, which we have 


_ aRightto in the General only by theLaw 


of God. They are as the Elder Siſter, who 


has a large Fortune: we like the Younger 


Ones, who are not ſo kindly dealt with 
but we neither envy nor murmur; we on- 
ly plead, that meerly becauſe we are poor 
we ſhould not be called Baſtards, and 


as ſuch kickt out of the Family. Autho- 
rity has made them a Church; but the 


ſame Authority has given us a Permiſſion 


to form our ſel res into Churches: So that 
we ſtand on the ſame Ground, tho? not 
on the Level with them. And the Cry 


of the Churches Juriſdiction and Autho- 
rity over us, and of Rebellion againſt 
her, is quite turn d out of Doors. 
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CHAP. iv. 
Sue hind Paſſages to the Diſſemers 
accidentally dropt. That" to be 


talen into Covenant with God, 
gud to be receiv 'd into the church 


are the ſame. That Baptiſm makes 
4 Man a Member of the Catholick 


Church. That every Act of Com- 
 munion is an Act of Communion 


with the whole Church. That's 


4 Sound Part of the Catbolick 
Church in whoſe Communion there 
is nothing Sinful: I hence our Au- 
thor and his Brethren Prove to 


be Schiſmatichæ. 


Shall now proceed to a Point that 
will not a little ſurprize my Reader, 


and that is, ſome Lucid Intervals, ſome 
very ſober and kind Paſſages, with refe- 
rence to the Diſſenters, which our Au- 


thor hath accidentally let fall in the 


midſt of all his hap Retlections "0 
em; AS: 


Fir, That to be taken into Cove- 


nant with God, and to be receiv'd into the 


Church, 


E 


Church, 7s the ſame thing : (a) And ſo (a) Caſep. | 
are a Covenant. ſtate and a Church-ſtate., * | 
hat every profeſſed Chriſtian, who is re- 5 | 
| ceived into the Covenant as ſuch, is 4 
Church Member. And that nothing elſe is if 
neceſſary to make us Members of the Chri- Wh 
ſtian Church but Baptiſm, which gives us Wil 
Right to all the Priviledges of the Cove- 
nant. And a little after, That Baptiſz2 
(b) wakes us Members of the Univerſal (h) cafes, Wl 
\ Church, becauſe it admits us into the Co- 8. Abridg. Wil 
denant which God has made with the Uni-.“ | 
. epenſal Charch, Ry 
Now we have never yet underſtood, 1 
that our Brethren of the Church of Eng- = 
land have queſtion'd the Matter of Fact . 
whether we were Baptiz'd ; nor the Va- ol 
* Iidity of our Baptiſm neither, except 4 
Mr. Dodwel, and a few of his Bigotted Will 
Temper, who by this time may have as 4 
ill an Opinion of the Sacraments admi- : 14 
niſtred by thoſe who ſucceed our Abdi- — T8 
| _ cated, Deprived Biſhops and Presby ters. i Bi 
For if They be Uſurpers, theſe flaming 1 
Gentlemen will ſay their Acts are inva- | 1 
lid. But we find no Article, Kubrick, 1 
or Canon of the Church of Exgland, | 1 
which declares the Baptiſm adnuniſtred Til 
and receiv'd among the Diſſenters, to be a 
Nullity. If there were, I ſuppoſe they 
would have inſiſted upon it, that wow 85 N 
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Diſſenters who have had Occaſional 
Communion with 'em, or have wholly 
left us and gone over to Them, ſhould be 
3aptiz2d by the Fariſh Miniſters, before 
they were admitted to the Lord's Sup- | 
per: Which certainly they would, if 

they looked on them as Unbaptized Per- 
ſons and Heathens, and no Members of 


the Catholick Church *till they came 5 


among them. Now ſeeing we have been 
Bapriz'd, and our Baptiſm is valid, even 
by the Acknowledgment of our Brethren 
themſelves, and nothing but Baptiſm is 


neceſſary to make us Members of the 
Chriſtian Church, we undoubtedly are 


Members of it ; for we have not yet 
renounced our Baptiſm, nor the Cove- 


nant ſcal'd thereby; and we hope, by 


the Grace of God, we never ſhall. We 


have been admitted by this Ordinance 


into the Common Goſpel Covenant, we 
are under the Baptiimal Vow, which, as 
our Caiuilt tells us, 7s exe and the ſame for 
#1 Mankind e And we hope we need not 
laborioully prove we are a part of Man- 
kind, We are Members of the Chriſt2ar 


Church, and tho' we are not Members of 


the Church Eſtabliſh'd by Law, that is not 
lo very material: that dont thruſt us out 
of the Cetholick Church; for as our Ca- 
ſuiſt tells us (a), No Church State can 

depend 


3-4 cm 2 
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he tells us (b), We can't Preſerve our 


E 


depend on Humane Contracts and Cove- 


rants, And as for any other Covenant 
beſides the Baptiſmal One made with the 
Catholick Church, 'tis none of God's 
making. For God hath not made a Par- 


ticular Covenant, ſaith he (a), with the (a) Caſe p. 


Fl id. 


Church of Geneva, France or England 5.78. 
but with the One Catholick Church. Indeed” 


82 
Church ſtate without Actual e, 5 


The Truth of this we need not enquire 


into, tho' it will admit of a Debate : For 


to uſe his own Words elſewhere (c, We (cbm. 
'y of the 
vi ſibly receive the Euchariſt our ſelves, and Controver- 


perform our Solemn Devotions in Public SS 
Aſſemblies 5 and this is to Communicate : 
with the whole Chriſtian Church in the ſame 


Sacraments and Worſhip. Which leads 


me to, 
Secondly, Another kind Saying which 
he has dropt as an Inference from his 


foregoing Diſcourſe, Viz. That (d) ca 040 


Church Communion principally reſpeiFs, not p. 19. 
a Particular, but the Qniverſal Church, 


which is but One all the World over. W's 90 775 To 


every Act of Chriſtiaz Communion, ſuch as f. 19. 
Praying, Gc. 7s an AGF of Coen bu 
with the whole Catholick Church, tho it 
muſt be perform in a Particular Congrega- 
tion, becanſe all Chriſtians cannot mect in 
one place. Thus do we as Fellow Members 


pray 


(b)Abridg. 


— 
— — 3 
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pray to God the Common Father of Chri- 
ſtians, in the Name of Chriſt the Common 
Saviour of Chriſtians, for the ſame Com- 
mon Bleſſangs for our ſelves and all other 
Chriſtians. Thus alſo the Supper of the 
Lord is not a Private Supper, but the eom- 
non Feaſt of Chriſtians, and an Ad of Ca- 


 tholicck Communion. 


Nov we do aſſure our Caſuiſt, That 
we do as Fellow Members, Pray to the | 


fame Common Father, in the Name of 


the ſame Common Saviour, for the ſame 


Common Bleſſings for our ſelves and all 
other Chriſtians, and Celebrate the Lords 


Supper, not as a Private one, but as the 


Common Feaſt of Chriſtians : only we 


_ don'tdo it by the ſame Form of Words 
call'd Common- Prayer, (as our Brethren of 


the Church of England do) no more than 
the French or Dutch do. And theſe being 
Acts of Catholick Communion, we ate 
in Communion with the whole Catho- 


lick Church: And therefore we are not 


Schiſmaticks, nor do we divide from the 
Chriſtian Church, tho' we are Reproach- 
ed as if we did. 


1hirdly, Another Jery favourable Paſ- 


(c) Caſep. ſage of his is, That a Man (c) ut live 
19. Aorid, + 


in Communion with the whole Chriſtian 
Church; and this cannot be done without 
Aﬀual Communion with ſome part of it. Sp 
that 


| 


—— ͤ—ĩu— — — — 
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T have nothing elſe to do, but to conſider 
whether that part of the Catholick Church, 
| wherein [ live, be ſo ſound that I may law- 
| fully live in Communion with it 5 and if it 


be, I am bound to do ſo under peril of 
Schiſm from the Catholick Church. Now 


how ſhall I know (b) which is a Sound (b) Caſep. 
and Orthodox part of the Catholic Church 2 75 5388 
Why that is ſo (ſaith he), Which has no 


thing Sinful in its Communion : Otherwiſe, 
no Church can be Sound and Orthodox. 


Now that Man that ſeparates from a Sound 
part of the Church, ſeparates from the whole 
Church, becauſe the Communion of the Church 


is. but One. Now our Churches are a 


| Sound and Orthodox Part of the Church, 


9 the Doctrinal Articles of the Church of 


England are Sound and Orthodox, which 
we have ſubſcribed to, and perhaps with 


ſomewhat more of Sincerity than ſome 


others have done. We are willing our 
Churches ſhould be try'd by the Definiti- 


on of a Church, which we have in the 
19th Article of the Church of Exgland, 


- and which is a much better one than 


what our Author has given us. Tis this, 


The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congrega- 


tion of Faithful Men, in the which the pure 


Word of God is preached, and the Sacra- 


ments be duly miniſtred according to Chriſt's 
Ordinance in all thoſe things that of neceſ- 


fy 
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ſity are requifite to the ſame. Now I hope 


the Generality of our Members may paſs 
for Faithful Men, as well as the Genera- 
lity of the Members of Dioceſan Church- 


es. We appeal to all the World, whe- 


ther the pure Word of God is not preach'd, 


and the Sacraments duly miniſtred, accor- 
ding to Chriſt s Ordinance : Tho' we don't 
Baptize according to the Churches Ordi- 


#ance, excluding the Parents and ſuper- 


adding the Sign of the Croſs; nor im- 


poſe the Poſture of Hneeling in the Lord's 


Supper: And we believe our Brethren 


dare not ſay theſe things are of neceſſity re- 


qe to the ſame, ſo that it ſhould be 


No Baptiſm for want of God-Fathers or 
the Croſs ; and no Lord's Supper, becauſe 


we dont oblige Men to Kneel when they 


So then our Author has furniſht. us 


with an Argument to prove himſelf and 


the Generality of his Brethren to be No- 
torious Schi{maticks from the Catholick 


Church, becauſe they refuſe even ſo much 
as Occaſional Communion with our 


Sound and Orthodox Churches, which 
are in the Places where they live. = 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. * 


"the Doctor's Three Rules to diſtin- 


guiſh between Schiſmatical and 
other Churches have two ſmall 
Faults, viz. they are Falſe and 
Uſeleſs. The "iſt p reg fo, 
VIZ. That there ut 90 but One 
Church in One Place; for one 
Church in the Bowels of another 
is borrid Schiſm. The French 
and Dutch Churches in England 
- RO The ſecond i x third 
. 70 o betler than the fir 17 Fl. 


JUT theſe are but ſudden Pangs of 
Affection, which are quickly over. 
Mount Atna will blaze again, and ſend. 
torth liquid (treams of aming Sulphur 
to territy the Neighbour-hood. Our 
Author's great Leſign is to prove us 


| Schiſmatic ks. and that oi the WOrit {ort, 
(a) Schiſmatichs from the Catholick Church (a)Abrdg. 


And being Dividers, we can't partake in P. 20- 


the Covenant of Grace ; but' (b) forfeit (b) Caſe 


our Intere ii in it, and we have no Right n 


to te Blejings of i. b. . 18. 


After 


— — — — > ——— — —— 2 
. ; > 
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After his laying down a blind Preli- 
minary, That thoſe Churches which are not 


Members of each other are ſeparate Chur- 


cher, &c. which we have already taken 
(a) Caſep. Notice of; he promiſes to wake this (a) 
Plain; and in order thereunto, faith he, 


20. Abrid. 
2 - ++ "oa 


I ſhall lay down ſome few Rules, whereby we 


may Certainly know what Churches are in 


Communion with each other, and which are 
Schiſmatical Conventicles. 


1. His firſt Rule is a notable one, viz. 


, © , There (b) muſt be but One Church in 
ride. j. One Place. Every Particular Church 
20. * muſt have its Limits, as every Mem- 

* ber in the Body has its proper Place : 


gut when there is one Church within 
© the Bowels of another, it is a notori- 


ous Schiſm. This is the Caſe of our 
Diſſenters, &c. Jo 


Now this is as ſtrange and ſchiſmatical 1 
a Rule as ever dropt from the Pen of a2 
Learned Man: For the Proof of which, 


I deſire the following Particulars may 
be conſider d. e REST 


F. I. 1. That tis very poſlible for a 


Church to impoſe Sinful Terms of Com- 


munion . And then tis confeſs'd, on all | 
Hands, that Men who truly judge em 
ſo to be, muſt ſeparate from ſuch a 


Church; and I hope it will not be de- 


ny'd but that they are obliged, if they 
„ Ü ö 
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are a competent Number, to form them - 
ſelves into a Church; and not live like 
a parcel of Heathens, without Publick 
Chriſtian Worſhip and Ordinances. 
Whereupon, here is one Church in the 


Bowels of another, and a notorious 
 Schiſm, the Guilt of which will fall on 
the Church that impoſes Sinful Terms of 
Communion. But will any Man. ſay, 
That thereupon that Church of Neceſſi- 


ty muſt be cut of from the Catholick Church, 
and that it can t partake in the Goſpel· Co- 
venant, but has forfeited all Interest in it, 
and has »o Right to the Bleſſings of it? 


Popiſh Churches ? If ever there were 


any Schiſmaticks in the World, the Pa- 
piſts are the Men. Now his Brethren do 
generally acknowledge the Roman 
Church to be a true tho a very unſound 

Part of the Catholick Church, and that 


there is a Poſſibility of being Saved in the 
Communion of it, tho' attended with 


very great. Danger; which I believe our 


Author himſelf alſo will acknowledge. 
But yet this Rule of his at one Stroke 


chops em all off from the Catholick 
Church-and the Covenant of Grace. 


2. Nor is he leſs Severe againſt the 
Epiſcopal Men in Scotland. There the 


Presbyterian Church is the Church Eſta- 


E = bub 


What does our Caſuiſt think of all the 


(a)Abridg 


p. 20. 


(b) rid. 
P. 21. $ 


L go | 

Blifh/d by Lau; and yet thoſe;of the E- 
{copal Perſwaſion have their Meeting- 
louſes in che very ſelf-ſame Places and 
Pariſhes in Edenburgh and other Cities 
and Towns in ahnt Kingdom; who 
withdraw from Ordinary Commuuzion with 
(a) the Presbyterian Church, in which they 
live, into Separate Societies, Which is to 
renounce its Communion : And iet our Au- 


chor alſign on the part of the Laity a ve- 


ceffary Cauſe for it, if he can: If hecan'e, 
he muſt grant it ro be a Schiſmatical Sepa- 
ration. There is one Church within the 
Bowdls of another, viz. an Epitcopal with- 


_ nnitthe Bowels of a Presbyterian Church, 
which is 2 notorious Schiſm. Ibis ic the 
caſe f the Scotch Epilcopal Diſſenters, 


who'refuſe to Worſhip God in the ſame Aſ- | 


ſemblies with _ Presbyterians. the 
fame Kingdom they hold ſeparate Aſemblies, 


6): av diſtin} kinds of Government and 
erent Gee e condemn the Con- 


ſtitution if not the Modes of the Worſhip 


of the Natiò nal Presbyterian Church E- 


ſtabliſh'd by Law, and enileaubur to draw 


away Nemberstrom her. How the Preſ- 
byterian Mimiſters do mage their Con- 
troverfy with theſe Epiſcopal Diſſenters 
there; I am not at leiſure now to exa- 
min. But did thoſe Learned Men need 
_ Aſſiltance, our Caſuiſt would moft 
e ellectually 


effectually help em. He would wave | 
the Cale of the n wie and deal only | | 
with the Laity; and tell'em (c), They 5 
have 9 1 95 elſe o do but to confider“ FOO 
- whether that Part of the Catholick 
Church wherein ey live be ſo ſound, 
that they may law fully live in Commu- | 
nion with it; and if it be, they are p. 1g. | | 
| © bound todo ſounder peril of chilm i 
| from the Catholick Church. And I | 
5 n e the Scotch Presbyterian Church 1 
may pals for a Sound and Orthodox 
One; their Conſeſſion of Faith has been 
fo elteenrd hitherto, and I don't know 
that they have thrown aſide their Old FI 
| One, and ſet up a New Here: ical One 1 in [|] 
its lead. 
In ſhort, one of th. ſ: two things will | 
1 unwoidably follow from cur Caſuiſt's i ol 
E Principles either that the Presbyterians 
in Sorin rio” they be the Church E- 
ſtabliſheq by Lew, are cut off from the | 
Cabolick Church or the E piſcopal 1 
| Difſenters are ſo: Let him chule which | 
| df theſe two be pleaſes. T perceive ſome 1 
„ 05 en are vet y. near of kin to. Nebychad= a 
g 24%s Servants 3 the Engliſh Diſſenters | | 
£ walk be caſt 11 co the fiery Furnace, tho? | 
be with thea dt ent hazard thi ot the Katie {| 
Fi*nies half Ein ſevpon many mt - --Þ 
kheplelves, yet at leſt their Brethretl I " 
OW OE E 2 the 
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N 
che Epiſcopal Perſwaſion in other Coun- 
tries. 
3. This principle of our Caſuiſt will 
make as mad work among the Lutherans 
and Calviniſts in Germany ; and (which 
it may be our Caſuiſt will more regret) 


among the Arminians 1n the Low-Coun- 


tries ; "and in the Empire of the Grand 
Seignor, where Liberty of Confcience is 
_ granted to Chriftians of all Denominati- 
ons. They have their reſpective differ- 
ent Churches, which the Princes of the 


Empire, and the great Turk does toler- 


ate, (and that's more than our topping 
Church-men would do if they had Pow- 
Er in their Hands) and theſe Churches are 
in the ſame Place, and one within the 
Bowels of another. Were our Caſuiſt 


there, he would lop off all of 'em from 


the Catholick Church, one only excep- 
ted; but which of em ſhould de that One 
he would gracioutly ſpare, E ſhall expect 
he will tell us. I fuppoſe if any of 'em 
have no Diocefan Biſhops at the Head of 
'em, this unmerciful Man would give 


them no Quarter. But if ſeveral of em 


fhould be in the Epiſcopal Mode, or 
none of em ſhould de ſo, he would be 
puzzled to which of 'em he ſhould ex- 


tend his Extraordinary Grace and Fa- 


Your. | i, 2 
3 4. Tais 
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4. This Fundamental Principle of 


Church-Communion was altogether un- 


known to the incomparable Grotizs, and 
the Learned Dr. Hanintond; who tell 
us (d), That there were two different (9) py. 


Churches at Jeruſalem, at Rome, at Hammond 


Antioch, at Epbeſus, and other Places, 7 Rer. 


one of the Jews, another of the Gen- 


tiles, Planted and Govern'd by the Apo- 


* ſtles themſelves. Hereby they pretend 
to ſolve the Difficulties in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory about the Succeſſors in thoſe 
Churches. If this Notion of theirs be 
true, the Principle of our Caſuiſt muſt 
be falſe, or the Apoſtles muſt be Schiſ- 


maticks, or at leſt very Ignorant of the 
Firſt Principle of Church-Communion. 
Or if this Notion of theirs be Falſe, then 


Grotius and Dr. Hammond were the Schiſ- 
matical and Ignorant Men, to advance 
ſuch a Notion as this, and fancy the A- 
poſtles St. Peter and St. Paul would give 


Jo fatal an Example of notorious Scluſm, 


by erecting one Church in the Bowels of 
another. „ as 
5. This Principle will be like a Fire- 
Ship fill'd with Combuſtible Matter and 
Murdering-Shot in New-Ezeland, and 
among the Engliſh Churches in Holland. 
In Boſton in New-Eneland they have ſe- 
veral Churches, the Members whereof 
9 -- live 


CCC CCC 
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live intermingled one among another; 
for they are not Circumſcribed within 
Pariſh-Bounds, ſo that all who live im 
{ach a Precinct, muſt of neceſſity be: 

Members of one and the ſame Church. 
_ Conlequently they are moſt notorious 
Schitmaticks, and cut off from the. Ca- 
tholick Church, and are as very a Wil- 
derneſs as the poor Indians among whom 
they bare ſettled. They had beiter have 
ſtaid in Europe, than thus fatzlly outlail 
the Catholick Church, as well as ' chi firſt 
Meridian, and make them! (elves a Colo- 

ny of Heathens. | 
Our Brethren there had a Charter from 
one Or our Kings ; and I ſuppoſe their 
Churches may Fass tor Churches Eſta- 
bliſht by Law, and tor Sound and Ortho- 
dox ones too; at leaſt they were fofull 
the Governour ſet up an Epiſcopal one 
with Common - Prayer, G. Now 
there being more Churches than one in 
a Place, and the Members of them liv- 
ing within one another's Bowels, there's a 
notorious Schiſm; and either the Gover- 
nour and his Church, or etſe the Con- 
gregation il Churches that were formerly 
planted among them, are cut off from 
the Catholick Church. But J ſuppoſe 
our Author will grant the latter Conſe- 
quence, as black a one as it is; or which 
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is worſe, ſay, they never were Parts and 
Members of it: And that for this pro 

found Reaſon, Becauſe they are Clubs of 

Men, who impudently pretend to be 
(Independent) ) Churches, formed upon 

ach a Church-Covenant between (Preten- 

ded.) Paſtors and People as is no part of the 
Baptiſmal Vow, which is one and the ſame Aridgm. 
for all Mankind, and the only covenantlis 5 


Chriſt has made; formed upon Humane 


Contracts and Covenants, on which no 
Church-State can depend. 

Lers therefore leave theſe Pagan Eng- 
liſh Men, and fail away for Holland. 


There's an old Ezgliſþ Church at Rotter- 


dam, and Anette at Amſterdam ; Dr. 
Cockbern and Mr. Milbourn went to thoſe 
two Places to ſet up Epiſcopal Churches 
there: (tho' the latter has left his new 


Plantation, wherein he is ſucceeded by 
Mr. Maſſon, one of my Lord of Londons 
French Miſſionaries) So that there are 


Churches of Engliſb Men one within the 
Bowels of another. Now | demand which 


of theſe are the Schiſmaticks; and whe- 
ther Dr. Cockbern and Mr. Luke Milbourn, 


(or Mr. Maſſon) with their Followers; 


or whether Mr. Hill and Mr, Fitts, the 
two Presbyterian Paſtors, with their 


Diſciples, are cut off from the Catholick 
Church 2 Methinks thoſe two Epiſcopal 
E 4 Divines 
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Divines had better have kept at Home, 


than have croſꝰd the Seas with their Or- 


ders and Common- Prayers on ſo perni- 


cious a Deſign as to run themſelves and 


their Friends, or puſh ſo many of their 
Country-men out of the Chriſtian 


Church. 


(f) rener ſterdam, by ſay ing (f), as he does, That 


to Anony- 
mus, P. 13. 
Abridgm. 
p. 20. 


But whatever he may do at Rotterdam, 
our Author can't fetch them off at An- 


4 Nation may permit thoſe Foreigners that 
are among em to model their Congregations 
according to the Rules of thoſe Churches to 


which they Originally belong, and that with- 


out any Danger of Schiſm. For the Dutch 
have not left the Exg/ifþ Church at Aus- 
flerdam t their own Liberty; but the 


Engliſh Church there have reſign d their 


Liberty, and are become a Branch ingraf- 


ted into the Dutch Church. Wherefore, 


according to our Author, Dr. Cockbern 
and his Accomplices are notorious Schil- 
maticks from the Catholi.k Church. 


9 . II, Our Caſuiſt could not but fore- 
ſee the Objection drawn from the Con- 


gregations of Forcigne:s (ihe Dutch and 


French Churches) who do not joyn with 
the Church of tneland. | This 18 0 
Church within the Bowels of another. Now 
20 ward off the Charge of Schiſm from 
e Fel Le . them, 


* 
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them, he ſays what I have juſt now quo- - 
ted; and further adds (g); A bare va-(8) Tetter 
90 of Ceremenies ooakes us r eee Mont 
Churches, while they live in Communion Abriign. 
with each other. Nom every Particular” 2 21. 
National Church has Authority over her own 
Members, to preſcribe the Rules of Worſhip ;, 
} but as ſhe does not impoſe upon other Chur- 
ches at a diſtance + ſo jhe may allow the 
ſame Liberty to the Members of ſuch Fo- 
reign Churches, when they tive within her 
Furiſdidion, For tho all true Churches 
are Members of each other, yet each Church 
has a peculiar Juriſdiction ; and therefore 
for theChurch of England to allow Foreign- 
| ers to obſerve their own Rules, is not to al- 
low Separate Communions ; but to leave 
them to the Government of that Church to 
which they belong. So that diſtinct Congre- | 
gations of Foreigners who own the Commu- ji 
nion of our Church, tho they obſerve the Cu- in 
ſtoms of their own, are not 9chjſmatical as | 
the Separate Conventicles of our Diſſenters ö 
are. On which J make theſe following 1 
Remarks. | - ol 
I. Our Caſuiſt wavers between the | 
Church and State, and knows not well oo 
which of thele has permitted thoſe Fo- 1 
reigners to live in a diſtin Church- 
Communion. In the beginning, tis the 1 
Nation may permit thoſe Foreigners to 75 | 1 
= * 5 a 


from the Speech as this, If the Ring 
Abuſes of being a | oteſtant, will not er two Diſ- 


* 3 — 
—— — —— — 


589 
del their Congregations according to the 
Rules of thoſe Churches to which they origi- 
nally belong. But before we are got to 
the End of the Paragraph, tis the Church 
of England that does allow Foreigners to 
foros their own Rules, &c. To Her they 
owe their Thanks, that her rigorous Ca- 
nons are not impoſed upon em: Tho, 
after all, I think ſhe 1s Indebted for it to 


neither one nor tother, but to the Indul- 


ence of the Kings of England. A. B. 
T endeavour'd to bring the French 
Churches here under the Yoke. Dr. Hey- 
lin gives us an Account of their Wreſt- 


lings againſt it. Upon this Occaſion 
(h) The x. Cardinal Richlien (h) gave out ſuch a 


C. Vindic, 


a 1555 ciplines 5 why ſhould the Hing of France, 


12, 213-being © | dit , ſuffer two Religions? In the 
lateReign : /::o/Varranto was brot againſt 
them: The Otticers of the Pariſhes with- 


out the City, for ic27 their numerous Poor 


ſhould fall on'em, procured the Stop to 


the intended Proceedings : : but I never 
heard that any others eſpous'd their Cauſe. 


I would not chooſe our Caſuiſt's Notion ; 


but rather direct my Reader to the late 


Addreſs of our Convocation to his Maje- 
ity ; for by their Concern therein they 
expreſſed for our Brethren Abroad, with 
greater Advantage to her, 

ment 


of England, 


4 Judg- 
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ment may be formed of the Charity of 


our. Church to the Members of ano- 
ets” 


2. Our Caſuiſt is plainly miſtaken in 


imagining, that the Foreign Churches in 


England are under the Government of 


ly Chodch: in another Country. The 


pee Churches of em at London, Can- 


terbury, and other Places, uſed to have 
Synods of their own, tho they have for 
ſome time been intermitted: But they are 
not ſubject to any National Church out 


of our Land. The French Church were 


originally Walloons, and at their firſt E- 
ſtabliſnment here, there was no National 
Church that I knew of for them to be 
accountable unto. And tho' the Dutch 
Church, as they are conſtituted at the 


preſent, may obſerve many of the ſame 


Rules with the Eſtabliſht Church of Hol- 


land, and may accept of Fraternal Advi- 
ces thence; yet neither the Paſtors nor 
Members of that particular Church are 


any ways obliged by the Canons which 
are made in the Synods of Holland. And 


the Church in Holland would be ridicu- 


lous if ſhe ſhould pretend to any Juriſdi- 


ction over the Dutch Church here, whole 
Members are the Subjects, not of their 
Yate, but of the King of England. Sup- 


pole there ſhould again be a War between 


His 


1 
Ty 
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His Majeſty and the States (which God 
forbid) and the National Church there 


ſhould order her Members to oblerve a 
Solemn Faſt to Pray for a Bleſſing on 


their Arms againſt our King, I would 
fain know whether it would be Lawful 


for the Dutch Church here to obey ſuch 


Orders, or not ? Time has been when 
Dr. Sherlock was very ſenſible how great 
_ G)Vind.of an Abſurdity this was. It is, (ſaid he) 


Jon? Phot. c both an intollerable Grievance, which 


Princ Ples, 
e. 75 


has been complained of by Roman Ca- 
* tholick Princes and People, that Ap- 


© peals ſhould lie to Rome, and the Bi- 


< ſhops and People of all Nations in the 


World be forced to have their Cauſes 
heard there; and it is a Derogation 
from the Authority of Soveraign Prin- 


A 


ces to have a Foreign Bilhop exerciſe a 


A 


Kingdoms. Now if the French or 
Dutch Charches i in London are under the 
Government and Juriſdiction of the Na- 
cional Church of France and Holland, 


chen an Appeal in caſe a Member be ag- 


Zriev d, will lie to ther. Tis pollible there- 


upon, that a Man may ſubmit to the In- 


convenience of crotiing over to France 
or tripping to Holland, which is no long 


Voyage; yet, ſuppoſe a Church of Greeks, 


or Maſcogjtes, or Grorgians, or ſome 


Other 


Superiour Juriſdiction in their own 


n b at ti tO 
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other Nation further removed from Eng- 


land, ſhould ſettle in London; they be- 


ing left under the Government of their 
own National Church, Appeals would 
lie from the Church here to their Natio- 
nal Church there: But I believe it would 
be accounted an intollerable Grievance, 
firſt to fail, and after that to foot it, a 
great many Hundred Leagues to have 
their Cauſes heard there. And ſure it 


would be no lets a Derogation from the 


Authority of Soveraign Princes to have a 
Knot of Dutch or French Presbyters ex- 


erciſe a Superiour Jurlſdiction in their 

Kingdoms, than for a Foreign Biſhop 
to do the fame. Yea, I think it would 
be the greater Derogation of the two. 
For Presbyters are but Subjects; where- 

as a Biſhop is a Supreme Governour in 
his Diocets as well as His Majeſty in His 


Kingdom. 5 

3. According to our Author's Nott- 
ons, the Church of Exgland can't allow 
theſe Foreigners, when they live within 
her Juriſdiction, to obſerve the Rules of 
that National Church to which they ori- 


| ginally did belong; and it the Church 


of England pretend to deal ſo Graciouſly 


| with'em, 'tis a Liberty they are bound 
not to uſe: For the whole Catholick 


Church, as he tells us, is but Oe Com- 


W109 
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Caſe & 8. union. And two Churches that are not 


Abridgm, 
p. 18. 


Members of each other, cannot partake in 
the ſame Covenant, but the Divider for feits 
his Intereſt in it : i. e. When the particu- 
lar Members of thoſe two different 


Churches, occaſtonally come into each 


others Territories, the one is bound to 


Admit em, and the other no leſs bound i 
to Join with em in the Offices of Religi - 


on, ſuch as Pray ing, Hearing, Receiving 
the Sacrament, Sc. This Igneſs (and 1 


can but gueſs) is the meaning of this dark 
Oracle, (who promis'd to ſpeak with 4% 


poſſible Clearneſe) by what he ſays after- 


_ Os 1 wards, viz. To be inCommunion with the 


Abrid. 
Fe 

; So * 

midale.. 


4 Church is to be a Member of it: And this'is 
call d Communion, becauſe all Churcſ- Mem- 
bers have a Common Right to Church Privi- 
ledges, and a Common Obligation to the Du- 
ties of Church- Members. *Tis true, this 


word Communion is commonly u ufed to e- 


zify Pray ing, Hearing and Receiving the 


Sacrament together; but ſtrictly ſpecking, : 
thoſe Offices are not Conrmnion, but an Ex- 
erciſe of Communion. ' Now tho the 
Church of England ſhould diſpenſe with 


Foreigners ſo far as to leave e them to their 


Liberty of uſing or not uſing their 'owni 
Right ; yet 1 hope ſhe does not pretend 


to diſpenſe with their one aria toth 
Dies 


L OD OE 


8 —_A@YVt Mm 2 . — 609 — 


„ ihe ie A 


L 63 

Duties of Church Membets. They are 
there fore bound on pain of being cus Ott 
from the Catholic Church, not to {er 
up diſtinct Churches of their own in 
Eneland ; anda French or a Dutch Man 
who cones over hither as a Traveller, is 
bound to joyn. not with the Er ench or 


Dutch Chunch bere, but with the Church 


of England Eſpecially they who have 
ride ſo long here as to underſtand our 


Language arc bound to do it; and they 
who do not underſtand it, ure bound 


on the Peril of Eternal Damnation to 
learn it as faſt as ever they can, that they 


may joyn with ie Church of England 


alſo. 


So much way ſalbde for our Author's 
Firſt Rule: By which I perceive there is 


aà very peculiar Reaſon why a Church 
ſhould be call'd a Boy, becauſe there 


can te but One Church in One Place, I 


ſhall only add, That the Diſſenters have 
Juli Rus to complain, that the Church 
of England is pleaſed to be more Civil 
and Complaiſant to Strangers than Na- 
tives, Who, one would think, might 
expect a kinder Treatment in their own 


Country. It were much to be witht that 


 thewonld be ſo good natured as to leave 
our Members to the Government "of thoſe 
Churches to which they belong, and ſuffer us 

t 
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to model our own Congregations according 
to our own Rules, which we believe to be 
agreeable to the Scripture Pattern. And [ 
am much miſtaken if ſomething like this 
has not been done: For the State has 
given us an Act of Indulgence, in which 
there was the joynt Concurrence of His 
Majeſty, the Supream Head and Gover- 
nour of the National Church; and both || 
Houles of Parliament, in one of which, | 
tis well known, the Lords Spiritual do | 
ſit, who are the Eccleſiaſtical Rulers of |} 
the Church of England; and then I think |} 
we need not ask the Leave of any Inferi- 
our Clergy-man, or any Petty Student |} 
in a Colledge, who tho he may have lei- 
ſure enough to make an Abridgment of 
other Mens Writings, yet has no Autho- 
rity to abridge us of that Liberty which 
his Superiors as well as ours have vouch: | 
ſafed to us. 


F. III. I proceed to his 2d. Rule, which 
Caſep. 22. is this: Thoſe are Separate Churches whicei 
Feb. . divide from the Communion of any Church 
e from any diſlike of its Do@rine, Govern- 

ment or Worſhip. 
| Now if by Separate Churches our Au- 
thor means Schiſmatical ones (as he muſt 
if the Scope and Deſign of his Diſcourſe 
be confider'd) moſt of thoſe things which 


| 4 ; F 
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I have juſt now obſerv?d TI 1conſide- 
red his Firſt Rule, will as effectually 


overthrow this Which is his Secondk; 3 


Which 1. ſhall not repsat. 1511. 1173 
A terrible Squabble thee. has bebe 

tween. the [Greek and Latin Shurch g- 

bout the. iFiliog;, being added to che 


Creed. And ſo there is between the y- 
rians or Melchites on che one hand, and 
the Maronites arid Facobites ON, the other. 


The Copbti 1 In Egypt repute the Raman 


Brere+ 


Church to be Heretical, and avoid the dx, 


_ Communion” and Converſation. of >the 
Latins no leſs than of the Jews. The 171. 
Armenians have done as much by-the 


_ Greeks, "whom they have in more Hete- 


ſtation than any other Seck. The Lut bo- 
rant are very hot againſt the Calviniſtu, 
treat 'em little better than as Hereticks; 
tho ſome of the Calviniſts have been oy 
yielding and ready to open their Church 
Doors to Them. Many more Inſtances 
(if needful) might be given of particu- 
lar Perſons and whole Churches mutu- 
ally dividing from each others Communi- 
on from . in Doctrine, Government 
or Morſbip. Wherefore, according to 
our Caſuilt's Rule, they are very wretch- 


ed Schiſmaticks, cut off from the Body 


_ of Chriſt, which, according to his No- 


tion, would prove a very: wall one in- 
deed, F 1 


quir.p 128 
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1 believe our Author himfelf will not 
Atay, but that 4 Juſt Diſiike of the Do- 
arine, Government, or Worſhip of any 
Church, where Men are required to own 
fue H PDoctrines 'as are E alle,” ſubmit to 
acti Government, or join in ſuch Wor- 
ip as is unlawful, will vindicate their 
withdrawing. Communion from the | 
Charge of Schiſm. So that this Rule is | 
net Warily nor io e iN as it 
| OR... e | 


IV. Theſe are Our e firſt 

| vl ſecond Rules, which as they are not 

whe” ſo neither (if they were true) 

would they anſwer his End in laying | 

them down ; which he tells us was, that 

(a) Cg, thereby (a) bs may certainly know what | 
20. Abril. Churc hies are zn Com munion with each other, 

7. 20. and which are Sebiſmatical Conventieles. 

For ſuppo ſing his firſt Rule to be True, 

Biz. that * muſt be but one Church in 

one place ; ſeeing that, in the ſame place, 

we find 4 Fado there are feveral, for 

inſtance, an Epiſcopal, A Presbyterian, an | 

Tadependent, and an Auabapti ff Church; j 

this Rule, indeed, cuts em all out but 

one ; but what Light does it give where- 

by an honeſt Lay Man may certainly 

know, which is that 'one ; eſpecially 

when all of them are acvording fo — | 


and there are Men of Piety and Learning 
who belong to all theſe Communions, 
and ſome of all thete Perſwaſions talk 


very highly for their own way. Tis as 


who is at a loſs, I'll give you a Directi- 
on whereby you may certainly know the 
Road to Landon; and that is, there is but 
one. Path that leads thither; whereas 
there may be ſeveral z one may be a little 


_ found-abouts another may be a cleaner, 
and another a ſafer one; but all of em 
may bring a Man thicher at laſt, But 
ſuppoſe there is really but-ones when the 
poor Traveller comes to the place where 
the Road ſplits into four ſeveral ways, 
there he may ſtand gaping for a wiſer 
Director, to ell him which of theſe is 
the one only Path ; eſpecially when he 
finds great multitudes of Perſons all pre- 
tending to be bound to the ſame place, 
and travelling ſome in one Path, and 
ſome in another; the Men being divided 
in their Minds as much as the Way in 


which they are; every one with Conti- 
dence enou gh telling him, all the reſt be- 


Hides himfelf and thoſe who accompany 
him, are very much in the wrong, 
will inf allibly tumble into ſome 
Holes, or fall e {ome Fatal Rock to : 
The apparent Danger of their Necks and 

Ex - Lives, 


if I ſhould ſay to an honeſt Traveller 


* 
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and 


Lives ; which if they 3 it muſt be 
by Miracle. It would be ſome Comfort 
to the Man, if he were well aſſured that 
which ſoever of em he did ſtrike i into,-1t 
would bring him at laſt to his deſired 
place ; tho one of em, if he could but 
hit upon it, would more directly bring 
bim thither. Tis ealy to apply this to 


the Buſineſs in hand. This I dare to 


ſay, that if a Man be a true Believer on 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a Fearer of God, 
and a Worker of Righteouſneſs, whe- 
ther he be a Church of England Man, a 
Presbyterian, an er or an A- 
nabaptiſt, he ſhall be ſaved. Let him 
get the beſt Directions he can, and walk 
Charitably according, to the beſt Light he 
has ; and not be diſturb'd at the hideons 
Noile of our Eccleſiaſtical Bigots; but 
let him know for his Comfort, that how- 
ever theſe bold Men may fit in Judgment 
upon him now; they ſhall ot do ſo: at the 
Laſt Day. The World ſhall then be 
judged in Righteouſneſs by one only Man 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is alſo God 
over all, bleſſed for ever more, Amen. 
Our Author's 2d Rule, viz. hoſe are 
ſeparate Churches which divide from the 
| Communion of any Church, from any Diſ- 
like of its Doctrine, Government, or Mor- 
Lap; 5 Or as he afterwards adds, which re- 
nounce 


| [ 69 ] 
nounce each others Communion, or at leaſt 

withdraw ordinary Communion from each 

other from a profeſs'd Diſlike, is like the 

Firſt, and will leave an Honeſt Chriſtian: 

as much bewildred as that did. For the 
SGenerality of the Members of Epiſcopal, 
Presbyterian, Independent and Anabap- 

tiſt Churches do diſlike the Conſtitution 
and Government, the Way of Worſhip, | 
| and ſome of the Doctrines taught in each | 

others Churches: And upon that Diflike | 
do withdraw ordinary Communion with | 

each other. And tho' ſome ſober Men | 
can have Occaſional Communion either 1 

with one or t'other; yet that, as our Ca- 

ſuiſt informs us, is #0 Communion at all, | 
nor does it deſerve the name of Communi- 

on. Wherefore by the glimmering Moon- 

light of this ſecond Rule, how ſhall I 
certainly know which are the Schiſmatica] 
Conventicles? And which is the one 
only Catholick Church? 


OL > wr —— — 


| F. V. It may be our Author's 3d Rule 
may give a more certain {ound ; and 
that is this (a); Thoſe are ſeparate Churches (a) Caſe p. 
which do not own each other's Members 8 . 
their own. This will fall very heavy 
upon our Caſuiſt's own Church: For the | 
Diſſenters never have, by any Publick IJ 
Act, paſsd a Condemning Sentence 
1 5 againſt 


[7o) 
againſt the Members of the Church of 
England; as his Church Repreſentative met 
in Convocation has done upon all the 
Diflenters. We are Excommunicated 
ipſo Facto by their Synod, and told we 5 
ſhall not be reſtored, till we have pub- E- 
_ revoked our wicked Errors in tind- 
ing fault, tho* never ſo modeſtly, with | 
any Paſſage i in their Common Prayer, 
their Book of ordering Biſhops, # ths 1 
and Deacons, or Seer of th | 
7 Church by Bifh s (who with e | 
nd pos a they Themſelves ſay are | 
the Only Ones, that have a Divine Origi- 
nal.) And by Arch-Bifhops, Deans and | 
Arch-Dearons. Now tho' theſe are Offi- | 
| 


cers of a meer Humane Inſtitution, and 
the two later owe their Original, as Bp. 
Burnet tells us, to Papal Authority, and 
a By-Clauſe in an Act of Parliament: 
Vet, as if theſe were not ſufficient, there 
15 added, and the Reit that bear Off Ice in : 
the ſage ; which we are ſure takes in 
Lay-Chancellors, who are notorious U- 
furpers of that Authority which, as our | 


| Fpiſco 1] Divines tell us, does by Di- 
vine Right belong to the Biſhop. | | 
By their ſevere Canons, tis plain, the | 
Church of England does not owr any of 
the Members of our Churches as their own 
 Mentbers ;, and conſequent] y by N it 
Ulles 


— 


— 
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ſuiſts own Rule is a Schiſmatical Con- 
venticle, which we ought not to hold 
any Communion with. 7 
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CHAP. VI. 


OF Occaſional and Fixed Communic 


on. The Doctor Miſtake about 
the Nature of 'em. I WEE: 


FT FAVING done with our Au- 


1 1 chor Rules, we proceed to his 
Liicourſe about Occaſional and Fix d 
Communion. By Fix'd Communion, ſays 


he (a), the Diſſeuters underſtand an actu- (a) 4 p 
| | 26, Abrid. 


al and conſtant Communicating with ſome 
one particular Church, as fix d Members 
of it. By Occaſional Communion, they mean 
Praying, Hearing, and Receiving the Sa- 
crament at ſome other Church ( of which they 
do not own themſelves to be Members) as 
Occaſion ſerves ;, that is, either to gratiſy 
their own Curioſity, or to ſerve ſame Secular 
End, or to avaid the Imputation of Schiſme. 
I would adviſe our Author not to flirt at 


the Diſſenters about their Secular Ends in 


Occaſional Communion with his Church, leſt 


he provoke them to look back to his and 


ſome other Clergymens taking the Oaths 
„ 


. Fee 


NS: 


he ſo. er pull d o out his own Foot: 
The World will be apt to believe, that Dr. 


Overall's Convocation Book would not 
fo ſuddainly have turned the Scales, if 


ſomething elſe. had not been caſt into the 


Ballance. 


The True Reaſons why ſome Diſſen- 
ters have Occaſionally Communicated 
with the Church of England are theſe that 


follow; a Farourable Sentiment of the 


Church- Modes of Worſhip as tolerable, 


tho not deſirable ; eſpecially when they 
could not be allow'd to Worſhip their 
Maker in another way more agreeable to 
them; a Charitable Leſign of contribut- 


ing ſomewhat to the Healing of our Dit- 
ferences about the Circumſtantials of Re- 


ligion, that by ſuch Steps the way might 
be paved rants a Happy Union of the 
divided Parties; a Catholick Temper of 


Spirit, which malle them unwilling to 


renounce all Communion with the 


Church of Englund, and cauſed ſome of 
them, when there was no Storm in Ane 


ever now and then to joyn with her; 2 


generoys Deſire of doing Service to hole 


Country and the Government; and an 


0 


honeſt 
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honeſt Intention to ſave themſelves and 
their Families from Ruin, by going as 
far as lawfully they could to prevent 
their being torn in pieces by perſecuting 
Bigots, when like hungry Lions they 
were let looſe upon em. 5 
No our Caſuiſt tells us (a), that „xt (a) co p; 
Communion is the only true Notion of Com- 26. Abrid. 
munion : For Occaſional Communion does” **© 
not deſerve the name of Communion. But 
may we not joy (b) in acts of Worſhip (b) Caſep. 
with other Churches of which we are no 3 
Members? This he owns, But then, bout the 
ſays he, theſe are not properly acts of Com- nadie, 
mmnion. Ard vet alitt'e before, he tells 

us, Where ever 1 Comiunicate, whether in 
that Church in which 1 uſually Iive, (which 

he allows to bet Communion) or in any 
other particular hure where I am acciden- 
tally preſent (winch he grants to be Occa- 
ſronal Communion) my Communion is of 

the ſame Nature. Whence it unavoida- 

bly tollows, that #/xt Communion being 

of the ſame Nature with occaſional Com- 
munion; and Occaſional Communion 

not deſerving the name of Communion, 
thereisno ſuch thing as Communion at 
all, nothing that does deſerve that name, 
and there are no ſuch things as proper 

Acts of Communion; And ſo we have 

Joſt the very Title of this Chapter mance 

ES Es 
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the neceſſity of living in conſtant Communj- 


on with the Church of England. 
The Battery on which he plants his 
Cannon for the beating in pieces of all 


Occaſional Communion (and whereby he 


(a) Caſe p.too) is (a), that a Man muſt be a Church- 
Member before he has a Right to Communi- 
9 with the Church. That Joyning in the 
Publick Offices of Religion, ſuch as Praying, 
Hearing, and Receiving the Sacrament, are 


| O, 1 1. A- 
brid. p. 18. 
end p. 22. 


has una wares deſtroy d fxt Communion 


Acts of Communion, if perform d by Church 


Members ; but others are but Intruders if 


they perform 'em. 


of a Man's being a Member, or no Mem- 
ber, of the Catholick Church. If a Man, 


Now this is true, if it be underſtood 


be not a Member of the Catholick Church 


1. e. if he be no Chriſtian, but a Maho- 
metan or an Heathen, if he pretend to 
joyn in Chriſtian Prayer and Sacraments 


with the Church, tis not an Ack of 


Church Communion, and ſuch a one is 


an Intruder. 


But this is not true, if it be underſtood 
of one who is a Member of the Catho-— 


lick Church; 7. e. wha is a Chriſtian; 
and who beſides is a Member of a par- 
ticular Church; and whoſe Affairs call 
him into a diſtant place. As ſuppoſe an 


Engliſh Proteſtant, who is a Member of 


the 
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the Church of England, ſhould travel 
to Holland, or Geneva, of either of 
which Churches he is not a Member, if 
he joyn with them in their Publick Pray- 
ers, and having the Conſent of the Pa- 
ftox of the Church, joyn with them in 
the Lord's Supper, he is no Intruder: 
And this is but Oceaſtonal Communion, 


and it is properly an Act of Commu- 


nion. For, if he be free from Scandal, 


be bas a Right to joyn with them in 
theſe Offices, and may claim it as his 
due: And he has an Obligation ordina- 
rily fo to do; unleſs a Man may lawful- 
ly live like an Heathen for a Year toge- 


ther, or longer, becauſe he is not in his 


own Country, or with that Particular 
Church of which he is a Fixed, Stated 
Member. 

So that our Author's pen runs a little 


too faſt, when he ſays (a), I have prov'd, ©) Caſe ts 


: ? 26, Abrid. 
that he who #s not a Member cannot perform p. 22, p 


am Act of Communion ;, and therefore, tis 
as plain a e to tall of an Occa- 
| fional Acł of Communion, as of an Occaſi- 
onal Memberſhip, To Which he adds, 
Since every AG of Communion is an Aft 0 
| Commmnion with every Sound Part of the _ 
Catholick Church, therefore the Exerciſe of 
Chriſtian Communion is equally Fixt and 
Conſtant, or equally Occaſio onal with 2 
whole 
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whole Cat bolick Church. And a little af- 


(a)Caſep. ter (a), Where ever I Communicate, whe- 
28. rid. ther jn that Church in which I uſually live, 


F. 23. 


or in any other Particular Church where 1 


an accidentally preſent, my Communion is 


of the ſame Nature. This, I think, is a 


great Miſtake : For my Communion with 
the other Parts of the Catholick Church, 


is but zerial; my Communion with that 
Particular Church with which I actually 


joyn, is viſeble and local: My Commu— 
nion with that Particular Church where- 
of Tam a Fixed Member, is {tzie4 and 
ordinary, and my Duty, becaule i am a 
Member of that Particular Church; but 
my Communion with another Particular 


Church where I am accidentally preienty 
is extraordinary and accidental, and my 
Duty, becauſe I am a Member of the Ca- 


tholick Church, and providentially 
brought among them; now theſe. T think, 


are not of the ſame Nature. So that when 


(b) Caſep. 017 Caſuiſt ſaith (b), [ have already ſhewn, 
39: Kliding abſurd this DiſtiniFion of Fiæt and 


P. 26. 


Oecaſional Communion is; he has only 


thew'd himſelf Abſurd; which he further 


does when he adds, 1hat every AGF of 
Communion, if he mean it (as he muſt if 
he talk to the purpoſe) of Communion 
with any Particular Church, is an Act of 
Fixt Communion with that Church. 
ee . CHAP, 


| CHAP. II. 


W lather Con ſtant Communion * 


Duty, where ever Occaſional Com- 
munion 75 Lamful. 
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A Man may travel a great many Miles 
A before he gets fight of the Place 
whither he is bound. So has our Au- 
thor done; and *tis his Fault if I have 
done the like, who was obliged to fol- 
| low him. But now we draw near: For, P. 233 
| ſaith he, having thus explain'd the 7, bree 
foregoing Particulars, I proceed to the main 
Buſineſs, which was to ſhew, that it is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of all Engliſh Men to 
| love in Conſtant Communion with the Eſta- 
| blihd Church of England. Three Steps 
he will take in order to this: N 
1. He will ſhew, 1hat Communion with Caſe p. 40. 
| ſome Church or other is a neceſſary Duty. 22 
| Here I am of the ſame Mind with him. I““ 
{hall not take Notice, therefore, of any 
thing he ſays here ; becauſe, tho there 
are a Flirt or two at us, we ſhall meet 
with them again under the following 
Heads: For, 
2. He will ſhew, That Conſtant Com- 
munion is a Neceſary Duty, where Occaſ? 5 
onal 
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onal Communion is Lawful. This General 
Aſſertion of his he endeavours to prove, 

becauſe Conſtant Communion with ſome 
Particular Church, is every Man's Duty ; 
which muſt be with that Particular 
Church where he lives; which can be but 
One in one Place: And therefore; if I 


can Occaſionally Communicate with that 


One, 1 muft Conſtautiy Communicate 


wiz. That there can be but One Church 
in One Place. 90 

And iti not hard to prove, That content 

Communion is nota Neceſſary Duty, where 


Occaſtonal Communioz is Lawful. |; or, ſup- 


where there are ſeveral Churches, as of 
Calviniſts, Lntherans, and Monriſts or 
Anabaptiſts,Greeks, &c. if they require no 


| Sinful Terms of 8 Occalional 


Communion with any or all ef them is 


Lawful. Does it thence follow, that | 
Conſtant Communion with chem is Ne- 


ceſſary? Then are we bound to be Fixed 
Members of, and have Conftant, Fixed, 
Preſential Communion with, ſeveral 


Churches at oe and the awe time: And 3 


ſo are bound to what is naturally Iv 
ſible, to be in 4% errut Plaves, and to 
joyn with the Chriſtians of ſo many 


with it. Now the Foundation of this 
Argument is weak, 2s I have ſhew'd, 


poſe a Man live in Germany or Tarkes; 


| 


different | 
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© Oppoſite Churches, is to be as contrary 


Wo 4 
different Communions at one and the ſame 
Another Confideration.whichheoffers for 


two Diſtin& and Separate Churches 


© in the ſame Place, as for inſtance, ſome- 
times with the Church of England, 


© ſometimes with the Precbyteriant; be- 


cCauſe this is directly contrary to all the 
Principles of Church-Communion : 
Fot to be in Communion with the 


* Church, is to be a Member of it: And 
to be a Member of two Separate and 


< to our ſelves as thoſe Separate Church- 


des are to each other: And whoſoever 
* Communicates with both thoſe Church- 
es, On one {ide or other, Communicates 
in a Schiſm. And a little before, un- 


der his firſt Head, to the ſame purpoſe, 


Church, they either Communicate with 
* none or with all of 'em. A very ad- 
mirable way of Arguing ! If they Com- 


municate Occaſionally with all, either "tis 


with none, or elſe "tis with all, This very 


nearly reſembles the famous Speech of a 


Noble Peer, in the Veſtry at St. Martins. 


: But, 


the Proof of this Aſſertion, is (a), That (a) 714g. 
tis not Lawful to Communicate with!“ 27. 


(b) When Men Communicate Occaſi- (b) c. 
40. Abrid 


© onally as they ſpeak with all the diffe- 545. 


© rent Parties of Chriſtians in a Divided 


80 
But to let that paſs; for great Authors 
have their Slips and Nods. See how un- 
merci fully he ſqueezes theſe Whifflers be- 
tween the two ſides of his Pinchers: If 
with none, then they maintain Communion 
with no Church This is Demonſtration ; 
and old Euclid was a pitiful Fumbler to 
our Caſuiſt; If they Communicate with 
none, then they maintain Communion with 
none. Well, let that paſs too, for tis 
Unanſwerable. Now let us ſee what a 
Toſs he gives thoſe Wretches with the 
other Horn of his Dilemma, who can't 
keep their Places, but muſt run fromone 
fide to tother: But if they Communicate 
with All, then they are Members of Sepa- 
rate and Oppoſite Parties; that is, they are 
contrary to themſelves, & on one ſide or other 
are certain to be Schiſmaticks. Now this 
Argument too ſtands upon-a ſandy Bot- 
tom, viz. That Occaſional Communion 
is zo Communion, and that where ever 
a Man Communicates, he does it as a 
Fixed Member: The Vanity of which 
I hive ſhewn in the for-going Chapter; 
and therefore I might diſmiis it. But T 
ſhall further add; Suppoſe a Man in Ger- 
man) lives in Stated Communion with a 
Church of Calviniſts as a Fixed Member, 
and yet to teſtify his Catholick Spirit, 
and promote an amicab'e Correlſpon- 
2 2 dence 
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dence between dividedProteſtants,ſhould 
now and then Occafionally joyn with. 
the Lutheran Church; Idowt ſee how this 
would make him a Mexzber of both thoſe 
Churches, nor would he hereby be a 
Schiſmatick, but farther from it; nor be 
as contrary to himſelf as thoſe two Parties 
and Churches are. No more than St. 
Paul was a Schiſmatick, or contrary to 
himſelf, who joyned in Communion 
with Jews and Gentiles at Antioch, and 
withſtood Peter to his Face, for with- 
drawing and ſeparating from the later. C. 2; 
Nay, if a Proteſtant ſhould be in the Pa- 
latinate, or in any other Country, where 1 
there are a Calviniſt and a Lutheran 4 
Church, and but one Temple, wherein the F 
one Aſſembles on the Lord's Day Morn- b 
ing, the other in the Afternoon: A Pi- 
ous Man would hardly be ſatisfyd with 
joyning in Publick Worſhip only once in 
that Holy Day. Suppoſe, therefore, he 
ſhould Statedly every Lord's Day joyn in 
Communion with both (the Leave of the 
Paſtors being obtain d) in all Acts of 
Worſhip ; on the account of their Con- 
ſent in the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
whereby both of em are Churches, and 
Parts of the Catholick Church: And he 
ſhould do this without concerning him- 
ſelf about their little Particularitics, the 


$ Chriſtian, whom no Man can juſtly 
blame. 
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Profeſſion of which is not impoſed on 


him, and which do not, conſtitute em 
Churches, nor marr their being True 
ones: How will any prove him to be 
contrary to himſelf? Or to be a Schiſma- 


tick? I ſhould think him a very Catholick 


Had our Caſuiſt been at Geneve, (un- 


leſs he had happen'd to be there in that 
bright minute when De. Bzrnet was on 
the Spot) he muſt have lived like an Hea- 
then. Forthat's a Presbyterian Church; 
and had he Communicated with them, 
if he had not been a Schiſmatick, 


yet on his own Principles he muſt 


have been as contrary to himſelf as a Pres- 


Abridgm 


p. 21. 


byterian and an Epiſcopal Church are to 
each other. 
But after all, for any thing our Au- 
thor has offerd to the contrary, in the 
ſame place there may be ſeparate, 7. e. 
diſtin& Churches, which may differ from 
each other in ſundry Points, that are 


Accidental; and ſo far they may be Oppo- 


ſite to each "other. as being founded (in 


matters of leſs importance) on contrary 
Principles, and acting by contrary Rules; 
who yet need not in our Author's Phraſe, 
Purſue contrary Ends to the Ruin and Sub- 


verſion Fer each other And would not do 
it, 5 
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it, if both ſi des were acted by the Spirit 
of Chriſt. That is, there may be a 
Church that has a Legal Eſtabliſhment, 
and fichly endow'd ; and yet there way 
be a Toleration for others who are in 
things beſides the Foundation ot a diffe- 
rent Perſwaſion: This we are ſure there 
may be, for God be thanked de Facto it 
15 0. And they need not ſharpen their 
Swords to cut each others Throats; but 
will whet each others Induſtry in carry- 
ing on the great Deſign of Saving the 
Souls of Men. For the Proof of this, 
I refer the Reader to Mr. Glanvil, who 
reſolves the Neceſſity of the Pariſh Mini- une 
ſter's Diligence and study, and Preach- Preaching, 3 
ing twice on a Lofd' Day, into this, that 5 6. if. 1. 
otherwiſe the People will run to the Con- . 
venticles. And Experience in many pla- 
ces ſhews, that our Brethren in the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, may 
TT thank the Diſſenters, in a great meaſure, 
for the good Food they have in their 
| Churches, and the Plenty of it too: 
} W here Per ſons: are all of a Mind ,Learirig 
and Religion alſo dwindle away, 
| and Men ſink into Idleneſs and Sloth. 
The Ingenious, but Peeviſh Mr. Hunt, Poltferide 
who treats Us with the greateſt Scorn. at 86. 


| 
every turn, yet drops this obſervable 
| 
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Paſſage: Upon Conſideration, I think 
G 2 this 
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this their (meaning the Nonconformiits) 
« Scrupulolity may be of God, and that 
< ſome Men are by him tramed to it: 
That he hath provided it as a Bar or 
* Obitacle in the Natures and Complexi- 
ons of ſome devout Men againſt any 
Innovations whatſoever, that danger- 


* ous ones may not {ſettle upon the 


Church; forthe better maintaining the 
* Simplicity and Purity of the Chriſtian 
© Religion and Worſhip. Yea, Chri- 
ſtians may Learn from the wiſe Heathen 


Philoſopher Themiſtivs,who in his Speech 


to the Emperor Valens, to perſwade him 
to ceaſe from Perſecution, ſays, * That 


© he ought not to admire at the Diſagree- 


ment of Opinions among Chriſtians, 
c. and begg'd him to conſider that 


the moſt excellent and uſeful Arts had 


never been brought to ſuch! Perfection, 
but by the Difference of Fudgment and 


Strife among the Artiſts themſelves ; nay, 
that Philoſophy, the Mother of all good 
Arts, had riſen from {mall Beginnings to 


ſuch a height of Perfection, by Differen- 


Feel, Biſt, ces among Learned Men. And Socrates 


tells us, That by this Speech of his the Em- 
|  peror was ſomewhat cool d, and the Heat 
of Perſecution abated, 


And 
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And the Safety of the State is hereby 
promoted too For after all, Men will 
be of different Minds; and who ever 1s 


oppreſſed, whether he ought or not, will 


endeavour to get from under the Wheel 
that cruſhes him, tho' he endanger the 
overturning the Cart. But different Par- 


ties will Watch over, Balance, and be a 


Check on each other, that they dont 
vent Seditious Principles, nor break out 
into Rebellious Practices. And a ſober 
Chriſtian, tho? he chooſe to be a Stated 


Member of one Church, yet may own 


others for true Churches of Chriſt, and 
Occaſionally Communicate with em as 


ſuch, on the account of their Agreement 


in the Eſſentials of a Church; but yet 


not own their ImperfeCtions ; nor prove 


a fiery Zealot either for or againſt any of 
thoſe leſſer or doubtful Matters, in which 
they differ from each other; and where- 
in, for ought I can ſee, Learned and Pi- 
ous Men will be of contrary Perſwaſt- 
ons. 

I have but one thing more to offer on 
this Head ; and 'tis the Example of the 


Apoſtle Paul, who, when he came to 2g, 2; 
Jeruſalem, by the Advice of James and all 3 
the Elders makes a Vow, Purifies him- 25. 


ſelf, Shaves his Head, and goes into the 


a Temple to make his Offering there. Thus 


8 3 did 
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did lie obſerve the Ceremonies of the Na- 
tional Church eſtabliſht by 1 aw, tho! at that 


time they were oi no more value than the 


Hairs that he cut off: or the pieces of Lea- 


ther which the Dutch are ſaid to have 


paid away for Monev. that had no 'in- 


trinſick Worth in em, nothing but the 
Stamp of Humane Authority to recom- 
mend 'em: Which is as much as can be 
laid of any Ceremonies among nus. 


And this he did ior tear of the Malti- 


tudle, and to ſatisfy them, that tho he Prea- 


ched againſt the Gentiles Obſervation of 
theſe Rites, yet that he himſelf upon oc- 


caſion wald Orderly. ani hoyt the Law ; 
J. e. when he was among them, he be- 
haved himſelf like a ogy: Confor- 


miſt. 
Had our Caſuiſt been by, he would: 


| have Chaſti:'d St Paul and alt his Advi- 
ſers; and have told em this was ſerving 


of a Secular End); and for the Apoſtle to 
be contrary to. himſelf. to Communicate 


with them who were flaming hot on one 


{ide for Ceremonies, and on the other a- 
gainſt them ; that this was directly * 


contra y to 4ll the Principles of Church- 
Commutiion;, and would have been ready 


to joyn with the Jews of Aſia, and have, 
laid 1 pen 1 7 f 


2 xt *: 
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13 
But, after all, I don't think that Saint 
Paul look'd on himſelf as obliged here- 
upon to live in conſtant Communion 
with the National Church of the 7eme, 


and renounce the Chriſtian Aſſembl ies as 


Schiſmatical Conventicles. His Practice 


was a plain Confutation of this Dictateof 


our Author, that Conſtant Communion is 
a neceſſary Duty, where Occaſional Commu- 


nion is Lawful. 


A— „ obs. Me 
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CAP. VIII. 


Tungh it ſhould be ſuppoſed that we. 


are Ju ſtly chargeable with Schiſm be: 

from the Church of England; et 

we are not Schiſmaticks from the 
Catholick Church: Proved by 

the Judgment and Reaſons of the 

8 greatebi Diwvines of the Church; 

and among others of Dr. Sher-- 

lock bimſelf. And by the Lam 

. of ſeveral Chriſtian Emperors, 


\ Will, for the preſent, not grant, but 
| ſuppoſe, for Diſputation's ſake, that 


we are juſtly chargeable with Schiſm 
from the Church of England; yet, thence 


T2 3 
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it will not follow that we ate Schiſmaticks 


from the Cat holicł Church: Which I will 
prove from the Sayings and Reaſoxs too 
of ſome of the greateſt Prelatical Divines, 


and fuch who can't be ſuppos d to be bi- 


aſſed with any partial Reſpect to Diſſen- 


ters. The great Hooker tells us, The O- 


nity of the viſible Body aud Church of 


Chriit, conſets in that Uniformity which 
all the ſeveral Perſons thereto belonging 


have, by reaſon of that One Lord whoſe Ser- 


vants they all profeſs themſelves, that One 


Fedeſ. Po- Faith which they all acknowledge, that One 


lity, L. 3. 
126. E- 
dit 1676, The wiſiole Church of C hrist is therefore 


One in Outward Profeſſeon of theſe things, 
which ſuprrnaturally appertain to the very 
' Chriſtzanity —— In whomſoever 


P. 127. 


Eſſence of 


Baptiſm wherewith they are all initiated. 


theſe wo s are, the Church doth acknow- 
ledge ihe for ber Children z them Only 


pe older for Aliens and Strangers in 


whom thefe things are not found. For want 


of theſe it is that Saracens, Jews and Infi- 


dels are excluded ont of the Bownds of the 


Church. 


But what if they are Schiffnatichs from 
a particular Church? Do they then 


ceaſe to be Members of the Catholick 


Church? No; for he immediately adds, 
Others we may 20 dey to be of the vifebte 
urs a long ar Theſe things are nes want- 


ing 


FRE! „ Perego gr ,%ꝗR «. 


= 
1 3 1 a 


[89] 
ing in them. For apparent it in, that all © 
Men are of Neceſſity either Chriſtians, or 
not Chriſtians. If by External Proſeſſion 
they be Chriſtians, then are they of the vi- 

ſfſible Church of Chris; and Chriſtians by © 
External Profeſſion they are All, whoſe Mark 
of Recogniſauce hath in it theſe things 
which we have mention'd (which are one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm); yea, 
altho they be impious Idolaters, wicked He- 
reticks, Perſons excommunicable, yea, and 
caſt out for Notorious Improbity. After 
this, he blames the Arguments of prian 
and others, who were ſo warm for re- 
baptizing thoſe who had been Baptized 
by Kereticks, becauſe Hereticks are not 
in the Church; and tells us, All that they pag. 127, 
ſaid was not ſuſſicient to prove, that Here- 128. 
ticks (who generally are Schiſmaticks, 
and ſuch did he eſteem thoſe there ſpo- 
ken of) were in no ſort any part of the vi- 
ſible Church of Chriſt, and conſequently their P. 129. 
Baptiſm no Baptiſm. And he embraces 
the Saying of the College of Geneva, viz. 
That Men remain in the viſible Church , 
they utterly renounce the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity. The contrary hereunto (which 
Dr. Sherlock hath taught us) he condemns 
as a Popiſh Notion, „„ 


P. 130 
The 
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Fuſt vnd. The Learned A. B. Bramhal too con- 


the Ch 


of Engl. 


P. 55s 
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* demns the Doctrine of Kot the Jeſuite, 
( againſt whom Chillingworth wrote) 
« That the Parts of the Church cannot 
ce be divided one. from another, except 
ce they be divided from the whole, be- 
<« cauſe thoſe things, which are united 
« to one Third, are united alſo between 

< themſelves: Which Error, ſays the 


De Biſhop, he would ſeem to have ſuckd | 


ce her of the Body of Chriſt, muſt con- | 


from Dr. Potter, whom he either would 

« not, or at leaſt did not underſtand, that ; 
cc whoſoever profeſſeth himſelt to for- | | 
<< fake the Communion of any One Mem- | 


« feſs himſelf conſequently - to forſake 


the whole. Ofwhich, ſays the Biſhop, 
be makes this Uſe, That Proteſtants forſake 
the Communion of the Church of Rome 3 
and yei do confeſs it to be a Member of the 


Body of Chriſt ;, therefore they forſake the , 


Communion of the whole Church. By the 


: their Marking Iron, wherewith they brand | 
us in the Cheek for Heathens. Now, ; 
ſays the Biſhop, the Anſwer is eaſy, that 


part of the Catholick Church, as it is a Part 
of the Catholick Church, doth ſeparate | : 
r humſelf | 


way, hence the Reader may learn from 
whom, viz. Knot the Jeſuite, our Lear- - | 


ned Doctor, and others, have borrow'd .; 
| 


whoſoever doth ſeparate himſelf from prey 
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ledg d till to be Members of the Catho- 
| lick Church ; Yea, even by thoſe who 


L 91 3 
hiniſelf from every part of the Catholick 
Church, and conſequently from the Oniver- 


ſal Chiereb, which hath no Exiſtence but in 
#s Parts. But if one Part of the Univer- 
ſal Charch do ſeparate it ſelf from another 
part, not Abſolutely and in Eſſentials 
(and what they are Mr. Hooſter told us 


before, v. one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm).; z but Reſpettively in Abuſes 

and Innovations; ot as it is a part of the 
Univerſal Church, but only ſo far as it is 
corrupted and degenerated :, it doth ſtill 
retain a Communion, not only with the Ca- 


tholick* Church, and all Orthodox Mem- 


bers of the Catholick Church ; but even with 
that corrupted Church fron: which it 3s ſepa- 


 reted;; except only in Corruptions, Seeing, 


therefore tho” it ſhould be ſuppoſed (for 
we do hut ſuppoſe it) that we are Schiſ- 


maticks from the Particular Church of 


England, yet we do not ſeparate from 


her, As ſhe is 4 Part of the Catholick Church, 
(for we profeſs to own the ſame Lord, 
the ſame Faith, the ſame Baptiſin, which 
are the very thin gs that make her a Part of 
the Catholick Church) we ſtill have 


Communion in thoſe Eſſential thin 


with her, and with the whole Catholick 
Church ; and therefore muſt be acknow- 


think 


[ 92 ] 
think we do Schiſmatically break the Ex- 
ternal Communion of the Church of 
England. 5 
Again, ſays the ſame Biſhop [J, IA 
ſome Roman Catholicks have doubted and 
ſuſpended their Judgment, whether Schiſ- 
maticks be ſtil Members of the Catholick 
Church; others have determined that they 
are : And we are of the ſame Mind, that 
in part they do remain ſtill coupled and mor- 
tiſed to the Church ʒ that is, in thoſe things 
wherein they have made no Separation ; ex 
ea parte in texturæ compage detinentur, 
in cœętera ſciſſi ſunt. And that in this 
reſpect, the Catholic Church by their Bap- 
 tiſm doth beget Sons and Daughters to God. 
And we think we have St. Auſtin in this 
for us, Una eſt Eccleſia, &. | 
The next Author I ſhall quote is Dr. 
E 5 3 
He tells us [+],A/ that is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the Being of a Church, is acknowledg- 
ment of ane Lord, profeſſion of one Faith, 
and admiſſion by one Baptiſm; and there- 
fore, ſo far as Onity in theſe things does: 
ſpread and obtain in the World, (and at : 


8 


8 
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[J A. B. Bramhall's Juſt Vindic. af tbe Church' of England 
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ſüure the Reader, they have and do obtain 
among Us) ſo far, and no further, is the 
Body of the Church propagated, becauſe tis 
One by this Unity. — And becanſe the b. 167. 
Church of Rome holds theſe three, we ac- 
cording to Truth allom her to be a Part of 
the Catbolick Church. Now we hope Dr. 
| Sherlock will be as Gracious to his Pro- 
| treſtant Diffenting Brethren and their 
Churches, eſpecially when he cannot 
deny but that they have theſe 3 things 
among em. We the rather expect it, be- 
; cauſe Dr. Clagget adds, ſpeaking of the 
| Churchof England, She doth not imchurchz. 158: 
' thoſe parts of Chriſtendom that bold the V- 

| mnityof the Faith; no, not that Church it 

| ſelf, the Churchof Rowe, which hath added 
thereto ſo many enormous Innovations. We 

defire the eager Sons of the Church, to 
| uſe the milder Language of their Mother, 

and not to unchurch and unchriſtian us 

who hold the Unity of the Faith without 
any enormous Innovations, 

Well, but tho' we have one Lord, 
Hope and Faith, Baptiſm, God and Fa- 
ther of all; yet if we don't keep, but 
break the External Communion of the 
Church, will not that undo all again? 
No: For Dr. Sherlock tells us, That tho 
Chriſtians are not One entire Communion, 
but Divide and Separate from each other, 

En | 


. 
which we will grant is a very great Fault; 
yet if they Communicate in ſuch (foremien- 


tion'd) things as make One Church, what- 


ever their other Diviſions are, they are One 
Church ſtill ; their Quarrels and Diviſions 
may hurt themſelves. But do they hurt 


themſelves thereby ſo far as to cut off 

Themſelves, or one another from the Ca- 
tholick Church? No, for he immediate- 
ly adds, But cannot deſtroy the Unity 
of the Church : For the Church is one 


Body, not meerly by the Unity and A- 


greement of Chriſtians among them- 
© ſelves; but by the Appointment and 


© Inſtitution of Chriſt, who has made 


all thoſe who profeſs the true Faith, 
and are united in the ſame Sacraments, 


to belong to the {ame Body, to be His 


© One Body. And therefore (let the 


* Reader obſerve) Chriſtians are never ex- 


| © horted to be One Body ; for that they 
are, if they be Chriſtians, as the Apo- 


ſtle expreſly aſſerts, that Chriſtians are 


but One Body; but they are exhorted 
to live in Unity and Concord, becauſe 
* they are but One Bod. 


f , ; F | 
f 0 
. * 8 4 8 6 
— « * 93 » * 


| (a), Vindication of lle Diſcour ſe concerning the Notes of ho Church, 
p. 22. Mr. Gee tells us, That Dr, Sherlock is the Author of this 
 Diſawſe. verlock i 
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i Again. | Wade quoted that of the pag. 23. 
Apoſtle, That there ſhould be no 
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schiſm in the Body, but that the Mem- 
bers ſhould have the ſame Care one for 
another. He immediately ſays + ©. But 


—— ̃ ET Oo — — es ee eee 


ſuppoſe Chriſtians have not this mu- 


tual Care one of another; do they 


ceaſe to be Members of the ſame Body? 


He anſwers,, No ſuch matter: Theſe 


© Quarrels between the Members of the 
- ſame Body are very Unnatural ; but 


they are the ſame Body ſtill. If the 
Foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the 
Hand, I am not of the Body; is it 


therefore not of the Body? And if 
the Ear ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the 


Eye, I am not of the Body; is it 
therefore not of the Body? That is, 


ſhould ſeparate from each other, and 
deny that they belong to the ſame Body, 


* yet they are of the Body ſtill. 
A little after, ſays he, © The whole 


Chriſtian Church! 18 the One Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, united to him by 


Faith and Baptiſm, notwithſtanding 


all the Diviſions of Chriſtendom. 


© tho the Members of the ſame Body out 
of Diſcontent, Envy and Emulation, 


A little after he adds, To know pag. 26. 


whether any Church be a true Church, 


we muſt not ſo much 'enquire whom 
* they 


C 


4 


” 


pag. 27. 
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they Communicate with, or Separate 


from, but what their Faith and Wor- 
ſhip is. All the Chriſtian Churches 
in the World that retain the true Faith 
and Worſhip of Chriſt, tho' they are 
divided from each other upon the Diſ- 


putes of Faith, or Worſhip, or Diſci- 
pline, are yet the One Church of Chriſt, 


as being united in the Eſſentials of 
Faith and Worſhip, which by the In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt makes them his One 
Myſtical Body and One Church. 

Yet once more. * Schiſm is not tear- 
ing off a part of the Church; but one 


part dividing from the other in Exter- 
nal Communion ; which ſuppoſes that 


both Parts (till belong to the - ſame 


Church, or elſe the Church is not divi- 
ded. For Apoſtacy and Schiſze are two 


different things: Apoſtates ceale to be 
of the Church; Schiſmaticks are of the 
Church till, tho' they diſturb the 
Peace of the Church, and divide the 


External Communion of it; which 
differ as forſaking the Church and go- 
ing out of it (which wo Mar does, 


who does not renounce the Faith of 


Chriit)and raiſing Quarrels and Con- 


tentions in itto the alienating of Cari- 
ſtians from each other. TIES 
e Now 


＋— — 


| * 
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- Now let him, who can reconcile Light 


and Darkneſs, try his Skill to reconcite 
what I have here tranſcribed out of the 
Doftor (and others) with what he him- 
felf tells us in the Abridgment; vis. '* I 4ridgn, 
have noching elſe to do but to confider,f, 15+ 26. 
5 whether that part of the Catholick bos. 
Church wherein I live, be ſo ſound 
that I may lawfully lire in Commyni- 
on with it; and if ithe; 1 am bound 
* to do ſo under Peril of Sebife from the 
* Catholick Church. Aud aguin. That ©: 2.43, 
* Man that Separates from ſuch a Sound,. WW 
Part of the Church, Separates from the 
whole Church; 7 11 mighty. Reaſon, 
© Becauſe (forſooth) the Commurion 01 
: the Church is but one. d. 71119103 
Theſe are not Paſſages dropt on the 
by, but ſome of the main Stamina of 
his Diſcourſe. This is the Sandy Foun- 
dation of his cruel Sentence againſt us, 
That we have forfeited our Iniere ſt in the P. 17% 
Covenant of Grace, and have uo Right to 18. 
the Bleſſings of it ; for they are confin'd 
to the Catholick Church, from Which 
we poor ¶Ceatutes are broken off, beeauſe 
we dont live in Conſtant Communiod . - | 
with the Church of England And this 
is his great Merl nr, to o pro ve; that Com- 58 
ſtant (ommunion ist a 5 157 Daß. when 
Otrigfional Communion is Lanſel; and the 
H : great 
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great Step on which he advances his be- 
loved Aſſertion, That tis Neceſſary to 
continue in Conſtant Communion with 
the Eſtabliſnd Church of England: 
Which he thus triumphantly brings: in 3 
7.2. No if theſe things be true, which I 
05 5 have ſo plainly. prov'd, then it will 
« eaſily be made appear, G. Whereas he 
has prick prov d nothing, but that he can 
Contradict himſeif as well as the Truth, 


and the moſt famous Divines of his own 
Church. His very Subject is Contagious 


to him ; he has written ſo long about 
SCH $ M, that he is the fartheſk of any 


Man alive from Unity with himſelf. 

Tis Natural for every Man to imi- 
tate the Object which he adores. This 
Doctor hath made to himſelf a God of 
Three Minds; tis no wonder if we often 


find him of Too. 1 55 


e Great Clorgymen, 1 (hall 


: produce Three Emperors, as Vouchers 


"£1 for De, viz. Gratian, Valentinian, and 
' Theadoſixs ; to whom I may add the 


Cod. Juſt. Emperor Faſtinian, as a Fourth: For he 
1. 


Summa 


' Trinit.&C, Law of theirs, wherein they command 


' Cuntics ll eit Subjects, 10 follow that Religi- 


Popules, On Which the Apoſtle Peter deliver'd to 


Sc. the Church of Rome, and which Pope 


Damaſer, and Peter of Alexandria, did 


- 90 Fol- 


4 


4e has: confirm d, and put into his Code, that 
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- 
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follow: 7. e. That they believe the Tri- 


nity according to the Apoſtolical and E- 
vangelical Doctrine: And they require, 
that all who do ſo, ſhall embrace the 


Name of Chriſtian Catholicks 3 but all o- 
thers, they brand as Mad, Wild Hereticks, 
fit to be deſtroy'd by God and Man. oo. Tom, 6: 
Now St. Jerom tells us what Damaſus's b. 42 Edit. 


Faith was as to this Particular; and Pe- hr 


ter's of Alexandria may be ſeen alſo ; Trip. Biſt 


both of which, I ſuppoſe, will be al- L. 


low'd to be Orthodox Ones. And 


if dend in the Doctrine of the Tri- 


be the Teſt of Mens being Chriſtian 


Cahelicks, WE ſhall come off weil e- 
nough ; but the Doctor had heed to look 


about bm. 


„ cena 
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CHAP. IX. 


that We are not guiliy o Schiln 
from the Church of Fog! and. The 
Foint Stated. This inferr i from 
rhe 4 % Chapter. The very 


++. hard Caſe 0 our Miniſters, whom 
OY the People cant forſake ba 
Sin. The Conformiſts gather d 


Churches out of Churches. Our 


ee, not Voluntary; but 
e are forced away by their Cas 
nons. Of their Want . Diſei · 


pline, and Oppoſition 0 it by a 
Prevailing Party among em. 


A Defenſive War, naturally draws on 


Af Offenſive one. HE whö is vi- 
goroully attack'd, will not be long able 
to preſerve himſelf from receiving a 


Wound, without giving one to him who 


ſo warmly puſnes at him, and preſſes 
kard apo 


take 


n him. If therefore I make 
ſome paſſs which I would have avoi- 
ded, if I could, and! in making which 1 


? 

4 

: 

. 
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take no delight ; this, with all reaſona- 
ble Men, will be a juſt Apology, that- 
Selt-Defence is necellary 3 and Neceſlity 
has no Law, or rather is the Supreme 


That we may not keep at Arms len th, 
but ſpeedily cloſe, I will premiſe a few 
things, which I believe will not be op- 


Poſed. 


1. That tis our t holding External 
Communion with the Church of Englaud 
for which we are Condemn d as guilty of 


| 2. That a Total and Conſtant Com- 


munion with that Church, at all Times, 
and in all Acts of Worſhip, excluſively 


of all others, is thought neceſſary to free 


us from that Imputation. Occaſional 
Communion, Dr. Sherlock tells us, is #0 
Communion ;, and if we ſhould Occaſion 
ally Communicate with Her, only at 
ome Times, and in ſome Acts of Wor- 
. ſhip, but fixedly Communicate with an 
other Church of Engliſo-men in England, 
whether Presbyterianor Independent; we 


are charged, not only as Schiſmatichy, 


but as Hypocrites too; and contrary to 


our Selpes, as well as to our Brethren. 
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See for this Ye1if it be not Total, in all Acts of 


Dr. Stil- | 


Roof. Var. Wonkip, as well as Conſtant, We are 


of Separ, 
p. 161. 


accuſed as Se. Wſreaticks Rl.” 


| That 0 auſeleſs, 1 — Separa- 
tion from, or Not comminicating with 
4 Church, whereot / we either de Facto 
Ae or de Jure are bound to be Mem- 


118 is one ſort of Sehiſm, 


That Uncharitablenels is one In- 
ee in Schum : Yea, the Venom of 


Schiſm lies in that, For Here is Op po- 


| ſed to Faith, but Schiſa to Love. And 


there were Schiſps! in the Church of (o- 
Huth, in thole Men who did not break 


5 Ne Communion, 


"on 'his own 


Theſe things being piece, [ Mall 
\bnttavonr to prove,” That We are not 
Schi! inaticks from the Church of England. 
Now, BEES 
| Iſt. I m night argue, wich the Doctor 


rincipfe, Which is this, That 
every Mani in'this Nation, who it a Selif: | 


Mt ich from the Church of England, . 


Schiſmatic from the Catholick Church. 


This he aſſerts, over and over. But We 
are not Schiſmaticks from the. Cathelick 


_ Chuich, as Thaveprov'd in the foregoing 


Citapter : : Whence it t naturally follows, 
that 


1039 

that We are not Schiſmaticks from the 

Church of Eng 6 

| But adly. I urge the, very hard Go 

| of Our Miniſters, with reſpect to the 

Ac of Uniformitiy. Here Ln n to 
theſe Iwo Points. 1 Nfl 


„ jy The Unreaſonable a and tbe Terms 
required of them, for Non-Compliance 
wherewith, they were Ejedted ſeve- 
ral Years ago; and they, "with others 
who ſucceed them „are ſtill in l 5 
manner kept out: 


| 2dly. That tis Sinful for. the peo la 
co deſert Them, and join in Conſtant, To- 
tal Communion with our Brethren of 
. i Church of England, who have com- 
plied with thoſe Terms. 


N The e 1 Hrangs 
Terms required of our, Miniſters, . for 
Nan - Compliance where with, they 
were Heel ſeveral Years ago; and 
they, with others who ſucceed them, 
are ſtill in like manner kept out. If they 
would Conform, they muſt own Bi- 
ſhops as an Order (by Divine Right) Su- 
periour to Presbyters ; which the Old 
Church. of England did neither Require 
nor r Believe, * theſe Biſhops they muſt 


H 4 . 


7 — 
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de Re-ordain'lt ; whereas they might as 


well be Be. A d. This is in effect to 
acknowledge, that hitherto they have 
been Uſurpers, and throw Dirt "bir all 
their former Publick Miniſtrations. This 


zs not required (as ſome pretend) meerly 


Miniſtry! 


to qualify them for the Exerciſe of their 
in the Church of England; for 


ſay, „That "they 


The Colle are nom raiſed to the Office of Prieſt-hood. 


for the O. And again, when 


dering of 


| Prieſts, 


the Words of the «Of 


ands are laid on 
them, ſays the Biſhop ; Nererve the Holy 
Gb, for the Office = Work of a Drieff 


In the Church of God, NOW committed to 
thee. *Tisin'the Char ch «A GOD, not in 


the Chnreh of Bland oniy: And the Of 


2 to the meer Exerciſe of it. 
They muſt declare their Aﬀent and Con» 


ſent to all things in the Litnr, ; Swear 
3 Obedience to the Biſhops: accor 3 


Crnons ; (and what ſome of them are, 


the Nesse {hall have an Accbunt by and 


-) They wt uſe the dedicating "Fi 
of the Crois in Ba ptiſf 4 and other 


tile to Baptize any; and fo they mut 
onle(s Ged athers and Gbd-tnothers be 
n while the Patents mult ſtand 

y, as tho they were not tontern'd t 
They muſt dend the Lr SU 
that Will nat tie it Ktreelirg. To do 

which two laſt things, is to clog Chriſt's 


pper to all 


Ordi- 


— EN 22 2 —— 


Fre of Prie 9804 the are 7 called to, not 
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Ordinances with ew Terms of Commu» 
nion. They muſt in effect ſay, all that 
are Buried are Saved, except only Un- 
baptized and Excommunicated Perſons 
and Self- Murderers. Whereas many Ca- 
nonical Chapters are omitted, they muſt 
in time of Divine Service read ſeveral 
Leflons out of the Apocrypha for the In- 
ſtruction of the People; and among the 
reſt, that very ſtrange Story (which 
is contained in the Leſſons for the laſt 

Day of Sept. and the 1ſt. of OFob.) about 
the Devil Aſmodens, who by burning the 
Heart and Liver of a Fiſh was forc'd to 


ſcour away into the remoteſt Parts of E- _ 


gypt, and leave Tobias to the free and full 
Liberty of enjoying his new married 
Wife: And on Nov. the 23. the Legend 
of Bell and the Dragon, which was put 
in at the /aft Rei en of the Com- 
mon-Prayer Book by the Commihoners 
at the Savoy; Now we are at a loſs how 


theſe wendy to theFdifiration of the People. 
They muſt Excommunicate whom- 


ſoever a Lay-Chanvelor bids em, though 
they know nothing of the Matter, or 
know it tobe for Trifles, and that they 
are ſome of the beſt Men in the Pariſh. 

They were to renounce the Covenant, 
for themſelves and every Body elſe, tho 
the King took it in Scotland Which 


Re- 
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Renunciation is now indeed no Jenger 
2, 


required, but was ſo till the Year 16 


by which time they hoped the Heads of 


our Reverend Fathers would be laid; 
and which was one Cauſe of their Non- 
conformity. They muſt allo ſubſcribe 


this Declaration, That tis not Lawful up- 
on ANY preteuce whatſoever to take Arms 


aguinſt the King, and that they abhoy that 
raiterous Poſition of taking Arms by his 
Authority againſt his Perſon, or thoſe that 


The letter Are Commilſtonated by bim 4 Which CO- 


Smut e tains ſuch Propoſitions as the Lords them- 


Stare: ſelves afjerwards upon Debate about the 


T1145, V. Bill of the Jeſt (into which theſe Expreſ- 


1. . 0: ; | 
. p. 37 ſions were inſerted) were forced to alter, 


and could not juſtify in thoſe words, 


Dr. Bates ſpeaking of the King's Decla- 


. 


ration about Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, ſays, 


F it bad been obſerved, it had prevented 


the doleful Diviſion which ſucceeded after- 


His Serui ward. But when there was a Motion made 
«rMr-BaX- i the Honſe of Commons, that the Decla- 


* 


ter's Fun. ; 1 
Þ 97,98, ration might paſs into an Ad, it was oppo- 


ſed by one of the Secretaries of State, which 
was a ſufficient Indication of the King's 
Averſeneſs to it. After the Declaration, 
there were any Conferences at the Savoy 


between the Biſhops and ſome Dodors of 


their Party with Mr. Baxter, and ſome o- 
ther Miziſters, for an Agreement wherein 


his 


— Sr. 
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bis Zeal for Peace was moſt Conſpicuous: 

But all was in vain. Oof the Particulars 
that were Debated, he has given an "Ac- 
count 'in Print. Again, The Biſhops would 
not hear of having ſo much as the Coun- 
ſel and Conſent of Presbyters in the "Exer- 
ciſe of Church Power.” I bis was to un-Bi- 
ſhop em. The Doctor, who was not 
wont to give hard words, (and who be- 
ing one of the Presbyterian Miniſters that 
manag'd the Savoy -· Conference, knew 
too well the Truth of what he ſays) 


further adds, In the Year 1661, a Pag. 103. 


« Parliament was called, wherein was 
+* paſs the Act of Uniformity, that ex- 
* pelFd from their Publick Places about 
© 2000 Miniſters. I will only take No- 
© tice concerning the Cauſes of that Pro- 
* ceeding;; that the Old Clergy, from 
Wrath and Revenge; and the Young 
< Gentry from their ſervile Compliance 
< with the Court, and their Diſtaſt of 
< ſerious Religion, were very Active to 
carry on and compleat that Act. That 
© this is no raſh Imputation upon the ru- 
© ling Clergy then, is evident, not only 
© from their Concurrence i in paſſing that 


Law, (for Actions have a Language 
* as convincing as that of Words) but 
from Dr. HHeldon, then Biſhop. of Lon- 
5 * don, their great Leader; who, when 

: the 
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the Lord Chamberlain Mancßeſter told 


of the Miniſters would not comply with it; 


© the King, while the Act of Uniformi- 
ty was under Debate, That he was afraid 
© the Terms of it were ſo rigid, that many 


© Hereply'd, Iam afraid they will. This 


© claration from Breda, To preſerve the 


Act was paſs d after the King had en- 
* gag his Faith and Honour in his De- 


Liberty of Conſcience inviolate z which 


* Promiſe open d the way for his Reſto- 


ration; and after the Royaliſts here 


© had given publick Aſſurance, that all 


former Animoſities ſhould be buried as 


147. Alu thy Perſon on this occaſion 3 That Bar- 


the Je 
Bill in 
State- 
Tracts. 
rol. 1. pag. 
41, 42. 
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< Rubbiſhunder the Foundation of an 


Univerſal Concord, lot. 
I will add the words of another wor- 


* tholomew- Day (on which they were 


turn d out, who by that time did not 
ſubmit to theſe Terms of Conformity) 


* was Fatal to our Church and Religion, 


And ſo great was the Zeal in carryjog 
on this Church Affair; and ſo blind 


compute the time of the paſſing this 
* Att with the time allow'd for the Cler- 


© BY 
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in throwing out a very great number 
of Worthy, Learned, Pious and Or- 
thodox Divines, who could not come 
up to this and other things in that Act: 


was the Obedience required, that if you 


e 


0 
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* py taſubſctibe the Book of Common 
« Prayer thereby Eſtabliſu d; you (hall 
< plainly find it could not be Printed and 
< Diſtributed fo, as one Man in forty 
could have ſeen and read the Book they 
did ſb perfectly aſſent and conſent unto. 


On which he makes ſo ſevere a Reflecti- 


on, that I am not willing to tranſcribe. 
Theſe are ſome of the things required 
of our Miniſters; who in the Year 1660 


had been by Act of Parliament declared See the 
and adjudged to have been, be, and conti- 
ne the real Lawful Intumbents, Parſons, Ii 26i, Ch. 
Re&ors, Vicars, and Poſſeſſors of their Be- 7 · 

nefices to all Intents and Purpoſes; and 


they were ſo confirm d, becauſe that did 


unc h condece (as the words of the Act 
are) to the Peace and Welfare of this Church 
and Mingddom. Net, afterwards, they 


were turn'd out and Depriv'd by 


the Act of Unifotmity. Whereupon, 


many of their People deſerted tham, and 
repaired to the New. Teachers, who in 
truth were the Separatiſts, and gatber'd 
Charches out of Churebes ʒ for they had no 


_ otherSheep but what they got away from 
their Old Paſtors: Who adherd to as 
many of their Flock as ſtuck. to them. 

They thought it their Duty nut to deſert 
the Miniſtry, to which they had been ſo 
(olemnly Ordaimd ; nor could th Rela- 


tion 


Ib. Po "Be 
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tion between them and their People be 
thus diſſolv d: They who deſerted them 


Sinned in ſo doing, and they that ſtuck 


to em did their Duty. So do they who 
attend on the Miniſtry of as many of em 


as are yet alive, and of thoſe who having 
Scriptural Ordination do ſucceed 'em, 
and are kept out from the Legal Eſtabliſh- 
ment by the ſame Act. But this brings 

000% 88 


(2.) Point. To ſhew tis Sinful for 


the People to deſert them, and join in 
_ Conſtant, Total Conimunion with our 
Brethren of the Church of England, who 


have complied with thofe Terms. Op- 


preſſion and Tyranny have been wont in 
the Church of God, to be eſteenrd a Juſt 
_ Cauſe of refuſing to join in Communion, 
With thoſe who have been guilty of em. 
A conſiderable number of the Inhabi- 
tants of Conſtantinople, after the unjuſt 
Surah, Depoſition and Baniſhment of John Chry- 


E. L 6. C. ſoſtom (who were called Joannites, for 


= 


their ſtifly adhering to him) would not 
Communicate with his Succeſſor, becauſe 
they had juſt Reafon to diſlike the undue 


Proceedings in that Affair. They could 


not be charm d (as a late Depriv'd Biſnop 


expreſſes it) with the Saintſbip of any ſe- 


cond Biſhop during his Liſe; nor frighted 


with the Irreſiſtible Power of the Emperot 
: | which 


Law 
| 
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which was let looſe upon them, to make then 


own the Second Biſhop he had ſet up *. 
When Liberius, Biſhop of Rome in the 
4th Century, was baniſht thence for his 
ſteady Adherence to the Orthodox Faith, 


all the Clerey, i. e. the Presbyters, and 


Arch-Deacon Felix, and Damaſus himſelf 
the Deacon, and ꝓ all the Officers of the 


| Church in preſence of the Roman People 


bound themſelves. by an Oath, that they 
would by no means have another Biſhop as 
long as Liberius was alive. The Clergy 
broke this Oath, and fet up Arch-Deacon 
Felix in his room. Which Act of theirs 
diſpleaſed all the People. And they ſhew- 
ed their Diſſike of this Second Biſhop and 
his perjur'd Clergy, by refuſing to make a 


Proceſſion (b) with him (which it was the 


manner (c) of thoſe Times to make with 


great Pomp upon the Choice of a Bi- 


ſhop) whereby they publickly diſown'd 


— „ — e po * : 


» Ciſe of the Regale and Pontif. p. 78. 'Tis the 1. of thoſe 
Leaves that are ſo paged ; For by the Negligence of the Printer 


we have thoſe Numbers at the top of the Pages twice over. 
+ The Preface to Marcellinus and Fauſtins Libellus 


Precum, or Humble Supplication to the Emperors, Valen- 
tinian, Theodofius, and Afcadius ; Fauftini Opera. Edit. Oxop, 


Anno 1678. 
(a) Cundcta Eccleſiæ Officia. 


(b) Quod 4aQtum univerſo Populo difplicuit, & fe ab ejus Proceſ: 
fione ſuſpendit. SR 


(c) Annot, on theſe words at the end of Fauſtini Gpera, 
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him. Three Tears after, when their 
Old Biſhop Liberins return d, the Peo- 
ple went joyfully out of the City to meet 
him; and Felix was chaſed away; who 
in a little while after, by the earneſt Per- 
ſwaſion of his perjured Clergymen, 
(a)Omnis breaks into Rome 3 wh n (a) the 
Faden whole multitude of the Faithful, and the 
& Proce- Nobility, again very diſgracefully drive 
Is him away. After the Death of both 
Liberius and Felix, (which happen d pret- 
ty near together) the Presbyters and Dea- 
(b) Cum cons, with the (b) Hah People of Liberi- 
x *at os his Party choſe Ur/inus in his room 3 
but thoſe of Felix's Faction choſe Da- 
maſus ; whohired the Rabble to fall on 
Drſinuss Party, and madly made a great 
Slaughter of em for three Days together. 

After this he procured Urſinus to be Ba- 

niſht, together with the Deacons Aman- 

tins and pus, and deſign d as much a- 
gainſt Seven Presbyters, who were Im- 
8 priſon'd ; but the (c) Faithful People ſet 
them at Literty : And the People would 
not accompany Damaſus in his Proceſſi- 

on, for which they were ſeverely drub'd, 

and ſome of em kil'd. When they were 
maet together, Damaſus with the'Rabble 
(d) Om- again, and the (d) whole Clergy Refteg'd 
nent em in the Church, broke in upon em, 
5 murder'd 160 Men and Women down- 


right, many \ oben after dying of the 
Wounds they receiv'd there. It ſeems 
there were no leſs than Five of theſe Aſ- 
Laults (a) that they endured, All which 
did not diſcourage em, but they often 
met together repeating the words of our 
Saviour, againſt Damaſus : Fear not them 
that hall the Body, &c. and ſinging that 
Pſalm ; The 2 1 Bodies of thy Saints have 
they given as - Meat to the Fowls, &c. 
When Urſinus was recalled, the Holy Peo- 
ple (b) joyfully met him. Upon kis be- 
ing Baniſht again, the People fearing God, 
(c) and not tired out by all theſe Perſecuti- 
ons, were not afraid either of the Emperor 
or the Judge, but kept Religious Afſemblies, 
without any Clergy among em; for which 
many of them were killed u pon the Spot. 
$0 firmly did they, ſtick to their old Bi- 
hop, in defiance to a new one, though 
he had got the Clergy on his fide too. 
The e of the Hiſtory of the Re- 
ale tells us, (which will ſave me the trou- 
ble of adding more Inſtances) That the 
refuſs ng to Communicate with them who 
into ü room of Wehe urjuffly Depri ved 
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| 0 bs SanQa gratanter occurrit. 5 1 


* 8 Sed Populus timens Deum, nallityg Perſecutionſd? -atigat 
n Imperatorei4, non-Judicem---—- timuit, ſed Per ec deter lia 
Vartyrum Stationes ine Clerieis erlehrabat. 7134135 
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hes been the Practice not on m Single bor. 
Caſeofthe {ons, but Churches, nay 


whole Ca- 


Reg ble Anil lie Church. And 1. — Examples, 


Pontif. 


77 


P. 2; 3. 


Oo . 45. 


the ſame Ingenious and Learned Man 
produces ſtrong Reaſons, That no Au- 


thority leſs than that Which gives any 
qa oper can ſtop the Execution of 


For otherwile they might render it 


fue fetal and vacate it; and all States 


havingequal Authority within their own 


Dominions, they might as well have ſuſ- 
pended and vacated the Apoſtolical 
Commiſſion, as by State diſſolve the 
Relation between a 

cular Flock. That tis more unreaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe the State can by any un- 

juſt Deprivation, diſable him from exe- 


ihop and his parti- 


cuting his Ofhce in the Place whereto he 


is appointed, than in any other. For he 


has more Right to that Place, to that 
particular Flock over which he is appoin- 
ted, and to exerciſe his Office there, than 


in any other Place. And the Secular Ma- 


giſtrate may as well deſtroy the whole 
Authority of the Church of Chriſt. To 


which he might have added, that tis S- 
criledge unjuſtly to alienate Holy Perſons 
who are dedicated to God's Special Ser- 


vice: And a much worſe fort of Sacri- 


ledge to rob the Church of about 2000 


Pious and Able Miniſters, and many of 


em very Learned Ones too; than to ſteal 


away 
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away a Surplice, or pilfer an Altar of a- 
ny of its Utenſils. Indeed he does ſay 
ſome what that looks this way on a Point 28 10 
that nearly borders on this in hand. And jj; on . 
'tis Sinful in the People to countenancep. 7. 
ſuch Practices as theſe, which draw ſuch 
ſad Conſequences after em, by running 

to theſe Second Biſhops, and deſerting 
the Firſt Set, who are unrighteouſly 
thruſt out. Theſe are the good old Pres- 
byterian Arguments, which they urged a- 
gainſt the ejecting of their Miniſters by 
the Act of Uniformity ; tho' I do not 
think they are valid in the Caſe of our 
Non jurors, who are open, profeſſed E- 
nemies to his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment: Whereas our Miniſters were 
ready to give the State all Reaſonable Se- 
curity for their Loyalty . And as for the 
preſent Government, there's none that 
can pretend to be more Loyal to it than 

We are. We ſhall always be in Love 
wich our Conſtitution, Aing, Lords and 
Commons, We, in our Hearts, believe 
his preſent Majeſty (whom God long 
preſerve) has the heft Title of any Prince 

in the World. The diſtinction of de 
 FaFo and de Jure in His Caſe, was not 
eoined by us, nor does it paſs among us. 

We acknowledge him to be (and, if 1 
miſtake not, we were the the ſinſt that in 
r 1 2 ouy 


i 1 10 * "Yy 
our Addreſſes did call Him) our Lawful 
end Rightfil SO Vit RATON. 
a The ſame Reaſons/ aghtnſt the Mfagi- 
955 es daing this, will hold againſt a 
Biſbops ora Convocation's doing it too; 
andb are ab gnod, yea, it may be better, 
in che TO of. ee than that of | 


} 
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Dr. Stillingfiet indeed dans reflec up- 
on us, as not dealing very fairly in not 
letting the People underſtand the Terms 
of La): Conformity. We reply, This is a 
Miſtakes and that che Confor ning Mini- 
ſters are, as we think, at leaſt as much 

to blame, in not being willing to let 
the underſtand the Terms of Miniſte- 
rial Conformity. "This, that moſt Able 
Man prudently waved ; and fo does our 
Avril g. Abridger, {aying. I dt to My Purpoſe. 
7. 21. But I hope my Readers will begin to 
think tis ſomew hat to the Purpoſe, tho 
it may be not to His. And ſeeing he adds, 
That Matter may caſily be made out; I can 
aflure Dr. Sherlock, that we are willing 
to join Iſſue on that Head, and might, 
(we think) ſafely venture the whole 
Charge of Schiſm upon it. 

1 might further enforce this Argu- 
me nt. by conſidering the Scheme of 
ſome ofthe greateſt Men of the Church, 
about an ene Succeſſion, &. 
69 £1 whereby 


Biſbopric by their . Mears He. might 
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whereby they offer à Handle to us to call 
in Queltion the Validity of Wey Drdiua- 


tions, if we delighted in ſuch Work. 


Tho”the bold Infatting of vuncg if ite be 
continu'd, . may provcke a Man tq do 
what he is not fond of. Arithis time 1 
ſhall-only ſay, Ihat one of em quotes the 
Apoſtolical Canons (as they are called) 
and a great many Councils) taiprove, 
That tis made Excommunication und De- 

pri vation to Appeal from the Biſhops to the 
Ning, or any Secular Power, in Eecleſſaſti- 
ealCabſes, 07 vr any Biſhop! to her aade ij. of the 
-not.only.by the. Lues 8 Command 5 but if Regale © 
be make uſe of the Intereſt or Recommen- Pontit 15 
dation of Secular Princes, ori obtain his e 


* 


have added, All they are Excommmunicated. 
who do Communicate with zem. Theſe 
. Councils, he tells us, are received: in the Supplem. o 
Church of England; and ibey are the beſt pa < tet 
Expoſitors we can heve of the n 
Canons. Now we know that Appeals 

in Exgland are made to our Kings, whom 

out of his abundant Reverence to his 
Majeſty he calls Her aphradites. And Caſep.222 
no Man need to be told of Conge d eſlirer, 

of by whom our Biſhops are promoted. 

But wi'e are not willing, unleſs we are fur- 
thervurg d, to ſhake the Repitition of 
"One Orders, and ſo leſſen their. Uſeful- 


13 neſs 


Can, 5, 
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neſs among thoſe of their own Perſiras 
ſion. 1 proceed to a 


3d Argument, to prove that We are 


not guilty of Schiſm, viz. Our Departure 
from the Church of 


England is not Vo- 
luntary, but we are driven away by her 
ſevere Cænont, which were on purpoſe 


made and directed againſt us. All are 


declared ipſo Fado Excommunicated, who 
ſhall rm that the Form of Worſhip cou 
tained in the Book of Cummon- Prayer is, a 
Corrupt, Superſtitions, or Unlawful War- 
ſhip, or contains A NY thing in it repug- 


© rant to the Scriptures. This cuts off all 
who are againſt the Crafs in Baptitm. Or 


that ANT of the 39 Articles are in any 
part erroneous, or ſuch as be may not with 


4 good Conſtience ſubſcribe unto t Tho 


they know we affirm this of 3 of ein. 


Cay. 7. 


Cen. 3. 


6 Or lay the like of their Rites and Cere- 


monies, or that we may not with any good 
Conſcience uſe or approve m I need - 
ſay what our Judgments of Them: Or 
affirm that their Government by Archi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacuns, aud 
the REST that bear Office in the ſaine; is 
Anti-Chbriſtian or repugnant tothe Word of 
God © Tho we da ſay this of LayeChane 
cellors, Or affirm their Form of araking 
pou conſecrating 5 Dio Prieſts, or Dæa- 
conte, 
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cons, Contains, A N * thing in it repuge 


nant to the Word of God. bo we can 


find no ſuch Biſhop, nor no ſuch Deacon 
in the Scriptures as they make. And ſuch 
Changes there are in theſe Forms from 


what formerly they were, that they ſeem. 


to degrade the Pariſh Miniſter into a meer. 


Cura, or 4 halt Presbyrer, and ne, : 


the Biſhop the only Paſtor. 
Here is nothing of Reprogching, 


 Obſtinacy mention'd ; but wholoever 041 


an And he is not to be re- 
ſtored till be Repent, and pablickly revoke 


theſe wicked: Error:; there's no mention 


of previous Admonitionss and if there 


were, a Man can't change his ſettled Judg- 


2 as eaſily as the Wind ſhifts its cor- 


And aſs wicked Errors, as. they 


cal em, a very good Man may run into 


ſeeing ſuch planſible Arguments at leaſt 


may beoffer'd for em. Witneſs the pro- 


found and acute Mr. Jeans, who had for- 
merly printed in Defence of the Cere- 
monies of the Church: And becauſe the 


Complaints ran High againſt them after- 


wards, fell afreſh on Studying that Point * 
with a Deſign of turther Vindicating 'em : 
But reading the Nonconformiſts Books, 
he wrote againſt the Ceremonies, and 
at large confuted what he had formerly 


His mix · 
ture of 
Scholaſt. 2 
Pratt. Di- 
vmity, V. 


2. Pp. 24. 


Pie for em: Conſideration quick- 


14 ly 
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ly produced an Alteration in his Judg- 
cent and faith he, 1 believe it will 
do o too in all that will make ſuch an 
on impartial Search into the Matter as I 
have done: So ſevere” a Sentence for 
ſo ſmall a Crime as to affirm ANY of 
theſe to be unlawful, if the Church pre- 

tended to Infal;b?Hty, would not be Ju- 

ſtifiable; much leſs for no Crime; but 
for a g eat Truth, as we think in the Caſe 
of hes Croſs and Lay-Chancellors, &c. 
Chriſt never put the Sword of Excom- 
munication into the Hands of Church 
Rulers, to lay about em at this rate. Tis 
yet worſe if that be true which Dr. Sher- 
loch ſays in Defence of thePafſages we ex · 
cept ag ainſt in = Ofnce of Burial, where 
king of the Ipo Fats Excommunicas 
tions for fach Ok ences as are ſpecified: in 


Diſt. of the Canons; he tells us, That if a Mi- 


fb, Uni het "T1 


niſter by a0 Means finds any Man un- 
der this Sentence, tho not actually in- 
flicted on him by anEccleſiaſtical Judge, 

yet he may by vertue of this Rubrick 


| 0 _* refuſeto-bury him by that Form pre> | 


ſeribed in our Liturgy, becauſe by the 
Canons of the Church he is under the 
sentence of Excommunication. By 
the ſame Rule as he denies Chriſtian 
Eurial to the Carkaſs of the dead Sinner; 
he Tay deny Chriſtian Communioin ta 


9 
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a Living Offender; yea, caſt hilar out of 
it. This Authority, 46 he adds; is 
« exprelly allow'd the Miniſter, in repel- 
einen from the Communiomoftlie 
Lords Supper, who are notorious and 
dope’ Liver ʒ and theit fame Rea? 
Lion holds in the Office of Buriil. “ Let 
him, if he be able, reconcile this witlr 
the 68th Canon. However; it holds in 
the Caſe of a living Man's being notoriouſly __ 
guilty of any Offence againſt t the Canons 
Keeing, by the 25th Canon, the Miniſter 
is forbidden, under pain of 'Suſpenſs don, to 
give the Sacrament ito any ſuch who are 
there called Schiſnatiche; i. e. to the 
whole Race of Non- conformiſts. And 
by Canon the 110th, all Schiftratichs 
(now Hinderers of the Execution of their 
Conſtitutions are there ſo called) are or- 
der d to be preſented in order to Excom- 
munication. Thus has the Church of 
England thruſt us out of Doors, and for- 
bid any, under ſevere penalties, to take 
us in; pointed her Canon ready charg'd 
againſt us, and (if the Doctor may be be · 
fliev'd) put a lighted Match into the 
hands of every Presbyter of hers, to fire 
it upon us at his Pleaſure for theſe Offen- 
aer, as ſhe eſteems em, tho' We have o: 
ther thoughts of em; and yet they call u 
all to naught! for notentring in, This I 


muſt 


— — — — 


122 J 


muſt needs ſiy is very Hard. And I de- 


ſire to know who is the Schiſmatick ? 


Athly, 1 urge the State of Church Di- 
ſcipline among em. The Loſs of this 


bas been acknowledged for above a Hun- 


drred Years in their 4b-Wedzeſday Service, 


and the horrible Corruptions of their Ec- 


celeſiaſtical Courts would fill a Volume. 
One of their own great Authors ſays, 
Ace ol Tic loſt, and will nat be permitted 2 


che Regale 
. 166. 


State. Where then, ſay L is the 


talk ſo big? © Efpecially ſeeing the State, 


< as he goes on, by vertue of Cange c 
Kc. have made themſelves the ſole and 


N 


ultimate Judges, not only of all Bi- 


© ſhops.and Churches: But of their Ex- 


communications, and of their Spiritu- 


% 
14. p. 179. al Juriſdiction. Yea an Action lies a- 
gainſt the Miniſter who ſhall refuſe the 
© Sacrament to them, who he knows, ſees 
© and hears in their Converlation and 
Principles to be never ſo much unqua- 
7*P. 5 Now this is a Matter of great moment: 
faſt of © For without Diſcipline the Church 
thoſe that can't ſtand, nor exert that Commiſion = 
_ Which was given to her by Chriſt, 


intho- 
rity and Jeriſdifion of this National 
Church, about which ſometimes they 
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? 
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Io pals by ſome ſour Paſſages on this 


Head, he reflects on his Brethren, that 


for want of © Truſt to Chrift, and Faith 
in his Promiſes, they fear to execute 
< the Commiſſion He has given to 'em. 
for the Good of the Souls of 
Men: And without doing of which 


they Auom, they confeſs, that they cannot 
diſcharge that great Truſt as they 
©: ought to do, nor be true to their Ma- 


ſter, nor to the Souls committed to their 


Charge, many of whom they ſee run 


o Head - long every Day to all Deſtructi- 
on and Perdition, for Want of that 
« Diſcipline which they dare not exe- 


cute. Our People therefore do wiſely 
Do look out after better Shepherds than 
_thefe, who as he goes on, Only con- 


< tent themſelves to Wiſh every Aſh- 


 * Wedneſday that it were Reſtor d: Send 
one poor longing Wiſh after it once a 
Lear, but move neither Hand nor Foot 
towards it, for fear of diſpleaſing him 
whom they have choſen King and 
Head of the Church; not ext and 


immediately under, but in the ſtead of 
£ Chrift : For ſuch they have made him, 
* if they think he can diſperſe with, and 


© over-rule that Diſcipline which Chriſt 

has left in His Church, and which is 

+ abſolutgly zeceſary, which FF Om 
„ 
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© Lord thought ſo for the good Govern- 
nent of His Church. I than truſt my 


Reader with applying all this to our 


Defence; and a great deal more he may 


find to this Purpoſe in the ſame Author. 


Only I muſt ſay, ſome of theſe Expreſ- 
ſions ſeem to carry in em a very Unjuſt, 
as well as Malignant Reflection upon our 


preſent Soveraign, a Prince who has 


thew'd himſelf ſo very deſirous to pro- 


mote a Reformation among the Clergy, 


as well as the People: For whereas he 
tells us, the Church aud Stute blame euch 


ot her about this; *tis well known his pre- 
ſent Majeſty gave a Commiſſion to 30 
Divines, to prepare Alterations as to the 
particular Forms of their Morſbip, Rite, 


and Cerenionies, reforming their Canons, 
and the Deſecke and Abuſes in the Eccleſie- 
ſtical Courts and Juriſdifions; yet all was 
blown away by our Church Repreſentatide 


with a Nolumur mutare Leges Angliæ; fo 


was that Noble Szying of, our Barons 
abuſed and miſapplied. rode ? 
© Now weurge, not barely the Want or 
grievous Corruption of Diſcipline, but 
, their Reſolute Oypoſition to it. We are 


the Poſterity of thoſe, who for above a 
Hundred Tears have Pray d, Wrote, and 


Suffered for a Reformation, which the 
. Party of the. Inferior Clergy 


have 
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have obſtructed, and ſtill do ſo. Did 
e continue as fixed Members of their 
Church, ithey would be hardened, ſettle 
upo on thieir Lees ; the return would be 


| oninia bene. And we judge we ſhould 
ſinfilly betray, and give up what cur Fa- 
thers thought 00 ſo do 0. is worth 
OO ford ? 


e / AA 


H us have] 3 my 3 that 
E juſtify us from the Charge of Schiſm. 
N Thoſe which I have produced, are Com- 
un round in which all Diſſenters agree. 
For I did not think it fit to urge any a- 
bout which we differ among our ſelves. 


f/ 8 ET > 
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> Three things more ſhall conclude this 
By Dilcqurle. LD 

| | iq Whereas tis plauſibly aid, If he. 
"1 2 of Communion are xot ful, they 

' | who do not Communicate with a Church | 


re Schiſmatichs This Poſition mult have 
ome Limitations: Viz. Provided it be 
a Church where with I am bound to hold 
Communion; and that there is not a 
Better to be had; and the Miniſtry and 
Worſhip in it are fitted to Edibcation: ; 
an 


WE 


— | 


and that it be not Sizfil on any other Ae- 
count to joyn with it. This laſt Limita- 
tion our Brethren themſelves, I believe, 
will not oppoſe. Elfe = do they not 
joyn in Communion ' Us? What 
Sinful Terms do We R of yy Mk 


If our Brethren urge us too turd 
wid this, that Partial and Oecaſional Com- 
munion with Them is Lawful; 5 therefore 
Total and Conftant Communion witly 
them is a Duty: Let us invert the Argu- 
ment, and oe how it will look then; 
Total and Conſtant Communion with | 
them is a Sin; and therefore ſo is a Partial 
and weben One. This later Conſa- 
quence being ſalſe; therefore ſo is 5 he | 
former too. | 


That one can hardly EY how 
warmly {ozver they write when they are 
in a Heat, that when they are Cool, they 
do Believe Themſetves. Do they indeed 
think we are Schiſmaticks; and in a State 
_ of Dimnation? Why do they not re- 
move thoſe Stones which they have nees- 
leſiy laid; and at which we ſtumble and 

fall into Perdi ition? Why do they ſo very 

ſeldom, if ever, ſignify their hearty De- 
ſires, that others may remove 'em if they 
chemlelyes cant? Why do they write e. 
gainſt 
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gainſt ole who have aden for FR 


Abatements in our Fa vour? As Dr. Sher- 


lock has done againft the Proteſtant Re- 
conciley, and the Corformiſts Plea for the 
Noncorformiſts? Are not our Souls worth 
more than their Indifferent Ceremonies, 
and many of their Canons? If indeed 
the belle that we are in ſuch Danger, 

—4 will not remove what they can take 
away, and their Church not be one whit 


the Morſe, but the Better, that we may 


not thro” their Uncharitableneſs tumble 
into Eternal Fire; I muſt ſay, There's 


too much Reaſon for the Diſtinction 


of Spirits, which Dr. Hickman Has 
made. : 
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- againſt Revealed, Religion, i ig the Ora 


cle | Dex 85 

Ai oe the Nature and Necelity of Falth i in 
#efus@brifty with an Anſwer to the Arguments of our 
Modern Socinians for the Su cy bare . 
or meer Charity to Sal bat ion, N ' $ 
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